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mire him, and I want to express to Mr.
Cornell the hope that lie will shorily return,

haiang Coinl) ~ed that dluty hlat his large
heart and lofty patriotism have demandedl.
For you, Mr. President, I hope that Ilite

ress will be a periodl of rest and recuplera-
tion and that vou will long Iesardt

preside with dignity and impartiality as
you lame always done over the deliberations
or this Chamber. I move-

That this II on~e al its rising adjourn,
to Wednesday, Pth April.
Qutestion put and passed.

House adjourned at 12.20 a.m.

legeLativu 'Rcmbp,
I1'cdnesulay. 21st March, 1917.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
ip.n.. unit read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
Byv the Minister for Lands: 1. State

Foresits. Timber Regulations; 2, Cemetery
Board;. Statementi of receipts and expenfli-
ture: 3. Permanent Reserves Act, Quaran-
tine Reserve, Bunbury.

RiES.[GNATION OF A MEMBER-
GERALDTO.N.

Mr. SPEAKER : I yesterday received
the following communication:-

Parliament House, 20th March, 1917.
To the lon. James Gardiner, M.L.A.,
Sleakcr of the Legislative Assembly,
Perth. lDear Sir, I herewith tender my
resignation as member in the Legislative
Assembly for Geraldton. Yours faith-
fullyv, E. E. Heitman.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) [4.33] : Ta view of the hon. mem-
ber's resignatioa I beg to move-

That the seat be declared vacant.
Que.tion put and passed.

QUESTION-ALLEN GAS PRODUCER
COM1PANY.

H~on. W. C. ANGW1N (without notice)
asked the 'Minister for Works: Has the
Minister had a settlement made by arbitra-
tion regarding the claim of the State against
the Allen Gas Producer Company; if so,
was it on the advice of the Crown Law De-
partment; and is it true that the amount
has been reduced by two-thirds.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Trlee has not yet been any settlement ar-
rived at but it is hoped we shiall arrive at a
settlement to-morrow. There are various
negotiations, all of which 1 shalt be pleased
to show the lion, member. Every effort has
becen made to safeguard the interests of the
Slate.

QVESTJON-WH EAT SALE.
)It. GRIFFITHS (without notice) asked

the -Minister for Industries: 1, Is he re-
sp'onsible for the statement in regard to
dainageil wheat and good sale (ride Press
Ielpo t) ? 2, Was the flour referred to
shipped overseal 3, Is the ruling price of
faq. wheat for export flour to the samne
pilace its. 9d. per bushel or 4s. 9d. as indi-
cated in the statement? 4. At what mrill
was this wheat gristedl? 5. Who decided
that the wheat was damaged) 6. What was
the extent of damage per bushel?

The 'MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied,: 1 and 2, Yes. 3, 6s. for good wheat.
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4, Ockerby & Co. 5, The general manager
and the acquiring agents; and in this in-
stance the wheat was refused by the ship
because of weevil. 6, Probably worth 3s. 3d.
per bjushel as pig or fowl feed.

QUESTION-RAILWAY SERVICE,
CURTAILMENT.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Railways: Will he
make an announcemnt regarding the in-
tentions of the Railway Department to cur-
tail the railway facilities to the general pub-
lic? I have only heard of one reduction so
far, and that is on the Perthi-Mlidland sub-
urban line, where it is proposed to intro-
duce a service of two hours in lieu of the
present hourly service. Is that going to be
general?1

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS r&-
plied: The matter has not yet come before
mec for consideration. It will be necessary
to curtail the train service and every centre
will be affected.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: In view of the
answer given to the leader of the Opposi-
tion will the Minister get into communica-
tion with the Commissioner of Railways
forth~with. ascertain from him particulars
of time rroposed reduction in the ninning of
thle trains% between Perth and Fremantle,
and reujort to the I-lue before the close of
thle sesson

Time ]lIISTER FOR RAILWAYS:.
The mnatter will certainly be taken into con-
sideration.

lion. J1. SCADflAN: Will the Minister
imme~diately get into touch through the tele-
phone with the Commissioner of Railways
and as. certain whether [here is any truth in
thme rumour that a reduction almost ap-
proaching to 50 per cent. will take place in
the suburban railwvay service? I under-
stand that this to some extent has been
made public, so far as the Midland line is
concerned.

Hion. W. C. Angivin: We were told to
look at the notices on tile stations., but they
are not there to see.

Thle MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
will ?et into touch with the Commissioner
of Railwalys, and ascertain what has been

(lone so far in regard to the matter. Trains
.Vill have to be cut out in some cases.

IHon. W. D. Johnson: Do you propose to
cut them out in such a way as to give one
train every two hours to %Midland Junction?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No,
thlere wvill be as reasonable a service as is
possible in the circumstances.

Hon. W. 1). Johnson: We have an hourly
service now, lbut that is not a reasonable
one.

Theo ?.linistcr for Works: It may be an
unpayable one nevertheless.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Why this policy of
hush; tell us what you know.

The MINISTER FOR RAILW~AYS: 1
(1o not know. I shall know before the
change is mnade, and suhi change will be
considered by the Government. We mnust cut
out trains largely becaluse of want of ma-
terial to keep the trains going. I will dis-
cuss the matter with the Commissioner oe
Railways and satisfy members on the point.

I'on. J. Scaddan: Will you let us know
the result before the House rises?

The MrNIrSTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
wvill endeavour to do so.

I-on. J. SCADDAN: I must protest
against proceeding any further until wve
know what is going to happen in this mat-
t er. We ought to know and the public
oughit to know. What I cannot understand
is the fact that already notices have been
issued to the public to look out at stations
for the proposed alterations in the train
service. We ought to be able to discuss the
mnatter before the House rises.

QUESTTIX-RATLWVAY SERVICE.
KALflOORLIE-MENZIES.

Mr. M1JLLANY (without notice) asked
theo Minister for Railway s: Is it a fact that
the train running between Kalgoorlie and
Meazies an Saturdays is being cut out?

The MTKTTSTEII FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: I regret I cannot furnish a reply,
and I amn sorry that I was not aware mem-
bers would require this information this
afternoon.

Hon. J1. Scaddan: Everybody knows all
about it except fihe Minister.
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lon. WV. D). JOHNSON: I respectfully
suz~gest to the Alinister that, inasmuch as
this question is causing a lot of public un-
asiness. lie should make inquiries and make
a statement to the House after the tea ad-
journment, so that Parliament may know
what the position is.

Bl3111-LANI) ACT AMENDMENT.
Councits A1mendmnents.

Schedule of four amendments requtested
liv the Legislative Couneil now considered.

In Committee.

Vr. Bolman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands ia charge of thfe Bill.

No. 1-Clause 2, add at the end the fol-
lowing proviso :-"Provided further that
particulars of the resumption arid the
amount of pecuniary compensation paid be
laid on the Table of both House of Parlia-
mnent within fourteen days of the resump~-
tion, if Parliament be sitting, or if Parlia-
mnent be not sitting, wilhiu fourteen days of
tife opening of tine nest succeeding session
of Parliament":

The MlINISTER FOR LANDS: Clause
2 deals with the question of resumpltion
wherein liccurinry comlpensation is paid for.
the reason that there is no land available
for exchange; and the proviso now Sug-
gested is that all papers connected there-
with shalt be laid on the Table. The Gov-
ermnent have no objection to giving the
fullest publicity to t hese matters. I move-

That the amendment be made.

Amendment put and passed.
No. 2-Cause 2S. line 18, after thme word

z"seetimon add "Provided that no interest
shalt Ie 'avable oil anyv such advance for

thne first five years after the advance is
made":

The MI1NISTPER FOR LANDS: Clause
2S deals with the settlement of returned
soldiers onf tile land. I do not advise the
Commit tee to accede to this request because
all advances are to he made from a general
scheme agfreed upon at the Premiers' Con-
ference, and it was also decided that, so far
as practicabie. there shall be uniformity' be-
tween tihe several States. It will, therefore,
Ibe tinderstoodl that if we agree to this am-

endment we will be acting contrary to the
conditions mutually arrived at. The ques-
tion of deciding tife initial period during
which interest and instalments will be sus-
itended is left to the Soldier Settlement
Board of Australia, to bea constituted by the
Commonwealth G~over nment and upon which
Western Australia is to be represented. All
matters in connection with the settlement of
soldiers, or the expenditure of loan moneys
secured from the Federal Government, will
le left to the decision of that board. The
board will consisi of the Msinisters; for
Lands in the other States: Western Aus-
tralia, being so far away, it is arranged
that. should it be considered necessary or
expedient when a meeting of the board is
being hield, and our Premier happens to he
v-isiting- felbourne in connection with a
Premiers' Conference, he will be authorised
to act on the board as the representative
of this State. Another objection to mak-
ing any alteration to the scheme-and we
aire not empowered, really, to make
anY alterations-is that it is considered
highly unde~irable there should be competi-
tion between the federated States with rc-
gard to thre settlement of soldiers. The
nionevs in the scheme have to be applied
eq uallv in] all states. Consequently, if we
inserted in our Bill such a p~rov1ion as now
prioposed. thlit soldiers should be exemp)ted
for five 'venrs from the payment of interest
on loans granted for improvements, it would
he acting, contrary to (lhe agreement arrived
at ait tim Ponference andl will he practically'
breaking faith with the Commonwealth Gov-
erment. I think members of both Houses
are all agreed that we should (10 everything
possible for the returned soldiers, but we are
not in a position to grant assitance in this
way. If the Proposed assistance were
granted it would have to he done out of
Consolidated Revenue. We have the money
from the Federal authorities and without
that assisiance we would not have been able
to do any' thing.

Ron. 1I. Scaddan: They are not concerned
where the interest conies from, whether the
soldier pavs it or whether it conies out of
Consolidated Revenue.

The MITNTF.ER FOR LANDS: Not in
the least. it was distinctly understood at
the federal conference that there should be
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an uniform scheme and one rate of interest
should htold igood. The leader of the Op-
position knows what thle conditions are and
we will be acting unwvisely if we attempt to
add a proviso to the clause as suggested by
the Legislative Council. I mov

'That the amendment be not made.

I-Ion. W. 1). JOHNSON: I regret the at-
titude the Minister has taken in regard to
this amendment. It is not correct to say
that we have no powe~r to do this. We have
ample power to do it. It is true that thle
amiont of consideration or assistance wve
are getting from the Commonwvealth is
limiited, but the amount of consideration
which we can extend is unliniit ed. It is
q1uite interesting to follow' the trend of
affairs in regard to the returned soldiers.
There was no need to put all these clauses
in the Bill it all. The Government by doing
so invilecl what followed and they got it.
All thne privileges; which we intend to ex-
tend to the retuirned soldiers are prov'ided
for in thle principal Act. It has been stated
that these clauses were put in to make the
Bill a little more acceptable to Parliament
and to use thie returned soldier as a bait for
support. The amendment which has beeni
inserted by another place is quite relevant
to the clauses and] is a declaration by that
Chamber that they want to do more than
talk about the returned soldier. They want
to help the man and this is the wat'y in
which thev propose to dto it. They want
to give him assistance during the first five
years of his settlemjent. Hon. members
k now t ht land in Western Australia does
not respond immediately to cultivation.
Generally' speaking it takes five years before
the imp~rovements begin to he reproductive
to the extent that a man can meet his obli-
gations. After five y ears if we get a man
who understands farming in Western Aus-
tralia, such a man will be able to meet his
obliga tions. I attendedth cofrnei
Melbourne on the question of the returned
soldiers and I took up the attitude that this
was not the responsibility of the Slate at
all. I pointed out that if we were going to
transfer this obligation to the States, thle
States would experience a difficulty because
of their limited powers in regard to taxa-
tion, and the returned soldiers would not get
that consideration they were entitled to re-

ceive. I have been misrepresented over this
matter. The W~est Australian, as usual, in
attempting to discredit me took up the atti-
tuck that I was opposed to helping the re-
turned soldiers. Nothing was further from.
my mind. I was taking [ lie broad view that
Ihe Federal Parliament alone, inasmuch as
they were handling the revenue of Australia,
and had so much power in regard to the im-
position of extra taxation, could (10 fanll
justice to the returned men. The States,
however, decided otherwise. 'My next move
"as to attempt to get this money for the
soldiers free of interest for three years.
TFlit was deba ted and ultimately we arrived
at a compromise that we would give it to
the men at three and a half per cent. and
increase the interest by one half per cent.
each year initil they paid tile full amount
and] that the loss should be borne equally
byv thle Commonwealth and the States. The
best assistance we can give to the returned
soldier is to advance him the nmonev with
which to make improvements and not ask
him for interest until the expiration of five
),ears. Experience has showvn that it takes
that time to make a farm anything like re-
productive. Even if wye give him that five
years and we persevere with the Nornaflup
Inlet proposition, the returned soldier will
not he read 'y in that period to begin the
payment of interest. The Nornalup pro-
position is one which I trust wvill not be
persevered with. I have a good opinion of
the land around Nornalup, but the fact that
thle suirveyors themselves could not land
there, and were actually shipwrecked in the
attempt to laud, shows that it is not a place
to which we should send ordinary settlers
let alone returned soldiers. We do not
want to send our soldiers out to isolation,
neither dto we want to use them for the
development of land settlement in Western
Australia. What we want to do is to make
available to these men that land wvhich is
in close proximity to railway lines and
where they will ]'ave a reasonable prospect
of marketing their produce at cheap rates,
and where also they' will be able to keep
in touch with civilisation. If we put these
men at Nornalup Inlet they will be com-
pletely' away' from civilisation. We have
any' number of repurchased estates and
Crown lands within reasonable distance of
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railways, within a good rainfall area, and
within reasonable distance of ports, which
could he offered to these men. I trust the
Government will take a proper view of the
position and show that they arc deeply
anxious to do something for these men. Up
to the present time 1 am sorry to say we hare
done nothing more thian talk. The leader
of the Country party' knows that in connec-
tion with the War Council we have a land
eoninittee, but that that committee has
never met. I do not know whether I have
been excluded front that committee. 1 have
received no official intimation of my re-
moval from it. All I know is that Mr.
Garner in making a statement to the Press,

atid entioing wat was being done, gave
tihe names of~ thle members of the commit-
tee which dlid not include mine.

The Minisater for bands: Tire lion. iemn-
ber is still on the committee.

Ron. WM. D. JOHNSON: It dtoes not
worry tile because there has not been a
mneeting. We have to admit that tile criti-
cism which has been levelled against all
parties in Parliament is jastified inausmuich
as we have done nothing, and that what We
have done is tire very worst thing possible,
namely, to suggest that ire should send the
returned soldiers to Nornalup Inlet so that
thle y wmay develop an isolated part of the
Slate. Let its do someothing- and do it in a
practical way, something- which will be of
bru-iefit to the returned soldier. I1 defy aniy-
0o1e tr point to a better way of hielpin-
soldiers than to give thent the morney, anti
say % that so far as interest is concei-ned,'
we are going to Wait until tile land itself
pays it.

The CHAiRMINAN: In looking at this
question I notice that the amendment reads:

Provided that no interest shall be pay-
able on any ' tcih advance for the first
five years after the advance is made.

The M1inister in opposing the request stated
that it' this was carried it would necessitate
provision being made from thie Consolidated
Revenue to meet the amount of' interest
mentioned here. That would be increasiur-
the burden of taxation on the people. As
Ministers only have authority' to do that,
it is beyond the province of private mem-
bers, in accordance with Standing Order

387, to move to increase any taxation or to
imupose any upon the people. I have to
rulle in accordance with that that it would
not be possible unless Ministers themselves
take thle iniative for private members to
carry his request. 1, therefore, rule that
the request is out of order.

lHon, J, Scittdan: That, I think, creates
rather a seanons position.

The CHAIRMANK: If we do not take this
stand, presently there wvould hie no length
to which this sort of thing might go. It
might evenl be possible for Iprivate mem-
hers to mnove that these people be paid so
much, and that would be increasing thle
taxation on tire people. Seeing that it is
agcainst our Standing Orders, we must take
.a stand on the matter.

lion. J. SCADDAN: 1 (10 net take ex-
ception to your ruling, Sir. Thbis' amuend-
nent appeared to me to be encroaching on
the privileges of this Chamber, wherein al
matters connected with taxNation must origin-
a te, aind that; all amendments which require
a MXessagze from the Governor must be made
by -way of a request.

The CHAiRIMAN: This is only a request;
it is not miaking an amendment. If the
Concil mnade an amendment it woldh be
rtiled out immediately, as has been done onl
jpreviopus occasions.

lIon. J1. SCADDAN: I believe there have
beeni occasions wvhen the Council have
passed amendments wichel they have after-
wards requested the Assembly to agree to, in
thle nat ore of piing a clause in in italics,
cih is not considered a clause in tine Bill
until such time as it recives a message fromn
tile Governor, through 'Ministers of this
Chamber. That, however, is hardly on all-
fours with this. This is an amiendmnent
which has been made. It seems to me we
have 110 warv ouit of the difficulty except to
return thle message to the Council, and draw
attention to the fact that tihe amendment
cannot he considered because it is a breach
of the Constitution Act and] our Standing
Orders. I do not think we can deal with
thle rest of the message until that has been
altered.

Mr. Carpenter: Unless thle Gover-nment
agree.
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lion. J. SCAIJUAN: I du not think the
Governmient can agree. This is an amend-
nment mode in another place.
*The CHAIRMRAAN: it is only are amend-

uncut which is requaested. The Council can-
niot make ain auneudilicut to a money Bill.
They can request that we should make it
here. If Mlinisters refuse to mnake that
amendment. I aannot allow private members
to take upon themselves to carry the re-
prle4.

lioni. J. SCADIJAN: 1 take it that you
Pannot accept tire motion already submitted
Iry thre Minister, who lias inoved that the rc-
qrust be trot agreed to. The Minister must
accept yorir ruling, Sir. and allow tire
amendment to go by tire hoard or else must
mnove the -atnendnent himself, I do not
think be can move that the amendmnent be
not made.

The CHIiJRMtAN: Unless tire Minister
takes the responsibility of mtoving- tis
aniendmient himself, I intend to ride it out
of order.

H~on. J. SCAIJOAN: Tire question is-as to
whrethner tine Minister has decided to accept
your ruling that it is out of order, or to
suhurit it as a motion of the Crown.

The CHAlRiAN: I rule the airendmlent
oult of order as the Minister will niot accept
the itspnnsibility himself.

Tire PREMFIER: I think thre Minister in
charge of thne Bill is quite in order in deal-
ing- with lire request of a"other Chamber.

H~on. J. Scaddan: Not if it is not in
order.

The PREMlIER: The Legislative Coun-
oii sent uts down a requet-

Hon. 3. Seaddan: Which is out of order.
The PREMIER.: They have power to

send] that request down. It is out of order,
however, for this Chamuber. in opposition to
tine C3overument, to carry their request, be-
cause it imrposes taxation upon the country.

Li1on. J1. Scaddan: How do you arrive at
that decision?

Trhe PRFMlEl: ft is the Chairmian's
decision, is ii not?

'lleCHAIRMAN: Yes.
Thie PREM-IER: The Council is not out

of order in making the request. We should
hie nirt of order here unless it was a Govern-
imont motion. I think we can carry the
Mlinister's motion and strow that we disagree

with [lie reljuest, anti can state that as one
of tire reasons why we disagree.

lon. J. Scaddarr: You do not catch us
like thlat.

The CHAIRMIAN: [ have taken the
stand -whichn 1 think is perfectly right,
namlelly, that if Ministers will not accept the
respoirs5ibilty of making, the aniendment
which has heen requested.' I mjust rule it out
Af order. Standing Order 387 supports me
in tris. If Ministers oppose this, 1 cannot
allow it to be carried by private members of
tire Ciramber.

Iton. J. SCADOAN: I decline to he faced
withr tire poisition which the Premier desires
LIS to be faced with. If we are not going
to permiit the matter to be dealt with it
respect to ohtaiiring a decision on the part
of a majority of niembers of this House, it
must he ruled out of order. The Premier
lesires. thrat the motion submitted by the
Minister shrrll be cardied by the Chamber, as
thotigh we agreed to it. If it were within
tire province of tire Chamber to do what the
Council desires without AMinisters' authority,
I would vote in favourF Of agreeing to tire
Amnendnment . brut I n not going to hie placed
in tire position of voting against anl amend-

Irment with which f agree, Either I have the
r~ight to vote against it, or you, Sir, rrrle it
out of order.

Thme CHAIRMAN: I mule time amendment
out of order because Ministers will not ac-
cupt the responsibility of moving the
amlendmlent theimelvem, as rtquested by the
C'ouincil,.

lion. J. Scaddan: oes the Minister ac!-
cept that?

Tire Premier: We will accept that.
lion. W. C. Angwiu:- They can never pay

lie money.
IIo n. 3, SC AID D A N: 4 regret that the Min-

ister was not prepared to submit the matter
to thle House in order to obtain the consen-
siss of opinion of umemnbers. I want it to be
runderstood that tile matter has not been
dealt with by the Chamber, and that under
tire Standing Orders the Minister has exer-
cised Iris right to refuse to father this
amnrdment, withr thle result that thle Comn-
unjittee is left in the position tirat it cannot
express anl opinion. ?lre 'Minister might
easily have obtained tire opinion of irmern-
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hers by fathering the motion, even if the
Government voted against it afterwvards.

Ttie CHAIRMAN: I cannot accept any
jesponsibilty in the matter. I am only
doing my duty as Chairman.

Hion. .1. SCADDAN: I want the position
to be understood, t hat thle Government have
taken the re~pousilbilt v of using the Stand-
ing, Ordens for the purpose of preventing an
exIpres~ioI1 of op~iiion by thle Chamber onl
this important matter.

'thle CHAIRPMA N: [ have ruled thle
a mendmntn out oP order1 beecause the iiis-
ter would not accept the responsibility of
moving it ais reqtuested, and it is. therefore,
not rem petezi for private members to deal
wIith it.

irhe mmNsTElid? FOR LANDS: The
leader of the Opposition desires to make
capital out of this question. I ala sorry for
that.

ion. J. seacldan : That comes well from
YOU.

The CHAiRMAN: I cannot allow nov%
further discussion on this matter.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thie lion.
member has attacked til: lie should with-
draw.

No. 3-Clause :30. Suhelause 1, strike out
the words "By the Governor," in the second
and third lines of the proviso in this clause:

Thle MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move-
That the amendinent be made.

Amendment put and passed.

No. 4-Clause 30. Sabelause 2. add the
followinre to this clause:-"The maximum
area Io be held in the same division 1by two
or more persons jointl -y, or by any' asso-
ciation of pecrsons incorporated or unmooar-
rointed, shall not exceed two million acres.
If any leaseholder is beneficially interested
in an area exceediniz the prescribed maxi-
mum. -or in several areas exceeding in the
megregate the maximum or if his leasehold
is worked in association with other holdings
exceeding in the aggregate the maitmmum
area that may be lawfully held as aforesaid.
his lease or leases shall be liable to forfel-
fre. and the lease or lenses in which he i%
interested shall be liable to forfeiture. Any
lease holder may' be required by the Minis-
ter at any time to make a declaration that
he is not beneficially interested in an area

exceeding the prescribed maximum, or that
be is not beneficially interested in several
areas exceeding in the aggregate the pre-
-cribed maximum, or that his leasehold is
not worked in association with other [told-

nz exceeding in the the aggregate thle maxi-
main area that may be lawvfully held under
this Act, and if a leaseholder refuses to
miake such declaration, the lease or leases
in which hie is interested shall be liable to
forfeiture. In the case of an incorporated
company such declaration shall be made by
the public officer of the Company":

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
amendment has been introduced in another
place with a view to preventing persons or
corporations fromt securing large areas of
country, in other words to stop monopolies.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not much of a
mlonopoly' , two million acres, is it'!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
it is the wvisht of lion, members grenerally to

revent tile holding of enormous areas by
one person or companies and it was for
tis purpose that the addendum has been
made to the clause. I move--

That the amendment be made.

lion. W. c. ANGVIN : Wvhen thle confer-
oncee was held the other evening I under-
stand thie intention was to limit areas below
that permissible to-day. it was realised
that some individuals hiad consideralyl' over
one million acres, and thle purpose of the
Bill was to limit any holding to one million

acres; but we now have an amendment
manking the limit two million acres. it my

opinion, this will leave the North-West por-
tion of this State open to foreign inva~ion.
I pointed out when the Bill was at the sec-
ond reading that we have already some firms

holding very large areas in the North-West.
I know there are members Opposite sup-
porting the Government who are strongly
orrosed to handing over large areas and by
II'nt; means assisting the introduction into
Western Australia of at least the fringe of
the American Beef Trust. I am confident

that not one of those members who have
given an undertaking to assist the Govern-
ment to the end of the session had any idea

that it iras proposed to hand over two mil-

lions of acres to one man.
The Premier: No.
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Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes; the "two
or more," is only a blind. I have stated
previously in this Chamber, and the state-
ment cannot he denied, that the firm of
Yestcy Bros. holds several million acres of
land in this Statt.

'The Attorney Generai: If this Bill Ls
passed, they cannot bold them.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: I believe the pee-
pie of Western Australia are in accord with
the p)olicy of the Opposition when in office
to block such Airms ats Vestey Bros.

'ie Premier: The Opposition has agreed
to this clause.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: They have not.
1 never saw the clause before this after-
noon, and ] am sorry now that I left the
other evening in order to catch a train. I
t ried to do my duty in this House for several
hours, but 1 realise now that I did wrong
in leaving before Parliament had con-
cluded thle consideration of this important
matter. I depended on the assurance that
provision for the limitation of areas would
he made. I want members behind the M1in-
istryv to hear in mnind that we have in this
State to-day mcii introduced. here by the
holders of large interests in the North-West
who expressed the intention of removing
their offics to America for the express pur-
pose of avoiding war taxation to the Brit-
ish Empire. And yet we are here affording-
facilities to those very muen to come. here
and] take up two million acres of land.

Member: What is the name?
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Vestey Bros. If

I had my wa 'y and were in the position of
a 'Minister to refuse, I would not let them
hare one acre of land. I would refuse trans-
fers %o far as 'Vestey Bros. are concerned.

The Minister for Works: Who granted
them thle land?

Ron. W. C. ANO WIN: The hon. member
knows perfectly well that these leases were
ranted many years ago, hie knows that they
do not fall in until 1928, and hie knows also
that those holding the leases have the right
of transfer. I have it on very good aultho-
rity that since we dealt with this Bill on
the second reading Vestey Bros. have got
in. and hanve secured some of the best leases
in the Northl-West of this State.

The Attorney General: Do you want
them, cut down to one million acres?

I-Ton. NV. C. ANO GWIN\: I want them cut
down by another million acres if I can
nanage it.

'Mr. Foley: Will the Government under
he Bill have power to cut down the areas

when the renewals come arouind q
Hon. W. C~. ANOINE: Under this clause

they will he able to cut, thecm down to two
million acres only.

Tlhe Attorney General : Vestey Bros.
caunnotld0( two Lnlion acres, but one mil-
lion acres only, except Jointly.

Ron. J. Scaddani: 'is that not forcing on
trwzt methods, compelling p~eople to corn-
hine?

Hon. WV. C, ANCW EN: In regard to
trusts which have sprung uip in America,
the Attorney General as5 a lawyer will re-
alise the difficulties which have been faced
in comipelling the trusts to recognise their
responisibilitics and of compelling them to
carry on their business in conformity with
the law. I am satisfied that if those par-
ties are allowed to enter here they will get
around [his legislation. I have no fault to
find with the conferenre of muembers which
sought to arrive at an equitable solution of
[lie difficulties. No doubit that conference of
members endeavonred to do what -was
thoughlt to be best in the direction of pre-
venting Targe areas beinig held.

111r. Willimott: If there is anything in
your argument, if the areas he cut down to
J.600 acres it will not have any wore effect.

THon. W. C. ANOWVIN: I am opposed
entirely to the pastoral leases being dealt
with at the present juncture, btit we were
told that the Bill had to go through whether
right or wrong. It is provided that the
iaxKimni~ area to be held in the same div-

ision by two or more persons jointly, or by
any association of peirsons, shall not ex-
ceed two million acres. At the same time we
hanve been told in the Press and in this
House that thle areas held by Conner,
Doherty and flurack have been too large,
and that those areas should have been div-
idedl up between a number of squatters. Did
that firm hold two million acres? I think a
million and a half was their total area and
here now we p)ropose to provide that a com-
pany shall bold even more than the area
held by the firm I hare named, andi in re-
gard to which the people were told it was
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not possible to take any action until 1928.
Unrless we get more people to take up the
lands in tile northern part of our State we
shall lose them altogether. By giving such.
large trac-ts of country we shall be doing an
injury to the whole of Australia. Have we
not been] totl that it is necessary to fill up
the vacant spaces and that unless we do so

oncother power wvill step in and do it for
us-? I am pointing out the danger of grant-
ing such big areas of land, and when -we
p~ropose to give two million acres we should
have presented to us statistics showing the
.area held by each person, how the areas
!ould] be subdivided and information as to

the value of the areas, and whether it -will
be possible to see that in the future we will
be able to provide for the protection of this
great continenL. If this provision is passed
no greater injustice will have been done to
the future generations of Australia. Are we
to do this injustive merely because it is ex-
pedient. to bring in the Bill at this junc-
ture?

Mr. Underwood: It is merely for finan-
-cil reason-;.

lion. J. Scaddan: They are fearful of
-another Government coniing in and not giv~-
ing similar terms. The member for Gas-
Coyne knows that better than anyone else.

Hon. WV. C. ANOGWIN: No person
knows better than the present Minister for
Lands that if all the present leaseholders
'kept their leases until 1928 they would get
:a renewal of them Just the same. A member
Who belongs to thie Liberal party at the pre-
sent time told me that he had' spent. some
years in the North-West of this State and
-knew iic; requirements and disadvantages
under which it had laboured for many years
and lie added that it would be a crying
shame if the legcislators to-day gave away
the people's heritage in the North-WAest
without making- some provision to subdivide
those lare a reas. Each area is almost a
Slate in itself; yet the leaseholder need not
live on that area. The member for Gascoyne
aduiitted that there is in the INorth-West at
least one station having not a white person
on it. Fancy the American Meat Trust
populating the "North-West with white
labour when they can get aboriginals free
-of cost;, aboriginals who if they fall sick

will be looked after and tended by the Gov-
ernmnent. I have beard of a juan working
on a station under ain agreement providin~g
for miedital attention if lie, should fall sick,
yet when that man did actually become sick
lie was taken beyond she boundaries of the
station, where the conditions of the agree-
mieat lapsed.

Mr. Butcher: Who did thatl

lion. W. C. ANOWIIN: It has been done
up there, and I understand legal proceed-
ings, were threatened in consequence. For
years past wve have been told that the areas
licld in the North were too large and that
theyv should be reduced when the leases ex-
lured in 192.S. It is our duty to see that the
empty spaces of the State are filled up.
'When I was a Minister I assisted in bring-
ing out more eigurants than had been
brought out by any previous Government.

Mr. Butcher: Did you settle them in the
Northi-W11est?

lHon. W. C. ANGWIN: 'No, for the rea-
son that. they would have to go back hun-
threds of miles from the coast to get any
land at all. ] hope the Government will
reconsider the proposals in respect to these
leases. Only a few wveeks ago the British
Parliahment advised Australia to protect the
meat-producing areas against the American
Meat Trust.

ilh% Butcher: This will do it.

Hon. AV. C. ANGW IN: No. Only a few
days ago Mr. -Massey said that lie would do
evcrvth ingp possible to keep the meat trust
out of New Zealond. Yet here the Govern-
Ment propose to give away our pastoral
lands in immense tracts. The activities of
Vrstev Bros. in the North are only too well
known. They have agents buying both eattlf
and land wherever possible.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pie.

H'on. W. C, ANOWIN: It will he neces-
sary, in view of the establishment of freez-
in " works at Wyadhamn, that we should be
able to reduce the size of the leases in that
area, so that closer settlement around that
centre may be brought about. It is our
duty to limit the areas that may be taken
uip more than is proposed under this clause-
The question is of such vital importance to

2619



2620 I ASSEMBLY.]

the people that I would not be surprised to
see a later Parliament reverse altogether
thle decision of the present Parliament in
regard to these leases. When the public
realise that we have handed out at least a
million acres to an individual in the north-
west of this State, I am confident that they
will demand that Parliament should rectify
the gr oss injustice which has been done to
them. I muove an amendment onl thle Coun-
cil's requested amendment-

That the wiord ' iwo" in line 5 be struck
out and "one" inserted in lieu.
lion. S. SCADDAN:, It is desirable to

agree to this amendment so as to be con-
sistent. If we in one part of the Bill pro-
vidot that the maximum. area to he held by
onus person shall not exceed one million
aleras, and it should so happen that one
person holds more than that amount, that
individual wvill immiediately transfer one'
nilliou acres to some member of his family'
and so evade the law. Some doubt exists
as to whether the clause will have the effect
desired. According to the Press there was
a Serious omission from the clause as re-
ceived from the Council; I refer to the
word "laughter" which appeared to follow
in that place. It is possible that members
recognised that the amendsnent proposed by
thle Governmsent would not have the desired
effect. and that this laughter was the result
of" that belief. Except that we will have
power to lprevent the aggregation of large
areas under the pastoral provisions of the
Bill, I still think we would he more consist-
cot if we limited thle area to be held hy osie
person ho a million acres. So far wre haove
not thorosughily usnderstood the duty which
devolves upon us as representatives of the
people, legislating- for ahout one-third of
the continent so far as the North-West in
partieular ic; concerned. If we are going to
hold Australia for white people, we have to
provide by legislation that the North-West
shall he hld in small holdings, and not in
large hioldings. So long as we allow one
person or a9 combination of persons to hold
uip to two million acres. we shall not have
thle NMorth-W"est populated, although it may
be stocked with cattle and sheep. Unless
the State handles this problem in a satis-
factory manner to the rest of Australia.
the people of Australia will insist that the

control of tile North-West should be re-
mnoved fromi the State arena and placed
sunder time control of the Federal autho-ri-
ties. We: are doing nothing but provide
thsat those who hold pastoral leases to-day
in lse 'North may continue to hold them for
a further period of 30 years, or until 1928,
under certain conditions. I (10 not think
anyone will say that the provisions of the
1ill sire likely to be considered harsh so far
as tise pastesalists are concerned. I judge
tiis hy thle undue- haste with which these

artieular, clauses werea passed and this
s5111(I]51011nt . from which fact it appears that
the reverse is the case. 'Will the hon. mem-
her for 1-oebourne say tlsal tie provisions
oif tise Bill are not favousrable to the Pas-
trylists, of the North?

'Mr. Bustcher: Not unduly favourable.
H-on. J. SCADD AN: Are they favour-

able to time pa.storalists of the North?
Mr. Butcher: Not so much as they are. to

the State.
ilr. Na1isu: Woldd you like themn to he

si avosiable to the pastoralist?
lion. .1. iWADDANt 1. do nsot want them,

to 1)e isndil 'y unfavourable to the pastoral-
ist. 'T'lis amiendment is only effective withs
new leases. Will the Attorney General
answer this question: if Vestey Bros.; who
hold four and a quarter million acres in tile
north of this State, do not decide to coma
sunder thle provisions of the Bill within
twelve months. shall we be able to apply
this clause?

The Attorney General: No. their leases
cannot hie renewed then.

Hjon. J. SCAnnAN: The Attorney'
General knows that this statement is not
entirely correct. The Attorney General
knows full well that Vestey Bros. can hold
their 41/2 millions acres under existing con-
dihions if they choose.

The Attorney General: Of course theY_
can. Everybody in Western Australia
knows that. Vestey Bros. or anybody else-
may do that. You may.

Hon. j. SCADDAN: I take it that unless'
these clauses are favourable to Vestey Bros.
they will not decide 'to come under them.

The Attorney General: Then they will not
g-et their lease renewed.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The Attorney Gen-
eral cannot adopt that attitude.
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'ie Attorney General: Why not?
Bon. J. SUAD DAN: Because the existing

Act gives the right of renewal in 1928. The
Attorney General can shake his head as
inuch as hie likes. This Bill does not repeal
those provisions of the existing Act which
give Vestey Bros. the right of renewal in
192S.

The Attorney General: if there were a
right of jenewal, there would be no occasion
fur this Bil]. There is no righlt of renewal
,anywhere.

Th'le Premier: Vestey Bros. have no claimn
onl the State in 1928.

Mr. Butcher: They have a moral claim.
Rion. J. SCADDAN: Will any boa. mem-

ber suggest that the Government of this
State will rob any man of his moral claim?

The Attorney Generat: You said the claim
was. under a section of the Act.

Hon, J7. SCADDAN': Any paustoralist
who does not within 12 months come under
the provisions of this measure will lose all
his rights in 1925; is that the position?

Thie Attorney General: He loses his
lease.

Hon. J7. SCADDAN: The lease is his
rights.

Trhe Attorney General: No; he has cer-
tain rights: hie has imp~rovements.

lion. J. SCADDAiN: That means noth-
ing,

The Attorney General: It means a good
dleal. it is in the Act.

lion. J. SGA1)DAN: Thei pastoralist will
lose his right to the leasehold.

The Attorney General: True.
Hon. 3. SCADDAN: And yet we talk

ahout the matter being optional. A lease-
holder. then, must understand on the author-
ity of the Attorney General speaking for the
Government, that unless hie comes under this
measure within 12 months:' lie must, once
and for all, go off this holding in 1L9289

The 'Minister for ILands: Yes.
lion. J1. SCADDAN: If the Government

adopt that attitude?. they will adopt an ab-
-surd and silly attitude. No one in this com-
mnunity, woul ,d suggest that the holder of a
lease expiring in 19283, with a moral right of
renewal in 1928 for a further term, is to be
robbed of that rig-ht because lie does not
,choose to caime uinder some new provision
-now-.

The Attorney General: He cannot he
robbed. His lease ceases.

Ron. J. SCADDAN: I have heard that
before. Dloes uot the same thing apply to
licensed premises?

The Attorney General Exactly. At the
end of his lease the lessee must go out.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The pastoralist,
then, will be compelled to accept altered
conditions--different renits, different pro-
visions altogether-for the balance of 11
years of his existing- lease?

The Attorney General:, What have you in
your mind?

Ron. J. SCADDAN: Possibly eight or
nine million acres were takeu lip last year.
The leases for that arca expire in 192S;
and yet, 12 months after their being- taken
up) with the intention of improving them.
and using- them until 192S. the lessees are to
be told that they will have no right of re-
newal for a further termu unless they a gree
to be subject to fresh conditions imposed
by, the Government, not after, but before,
ife termn expires.

The Premier: Are you support ing one
million acres or two million acres?

lion. J. StPADDAIN: I support one mil-
lion acres, as I s~aid at the outset.

The Attorney Gleneral: You speak as if
)ti n t wer Sujpporti[Ig Vestey Bros.

Hlon. J1. SCADDAN: The Attorney Gen-
eral mnay- be clever 'in interpreting what I
appear lo be doing. If hie is as far wrong
in his interpretation of lie clause as in his
inlerpretation of my attitude, this measure
will not attain the ends we are aiming, at.

The Attorney General: You draft a bet-
ter clause, then.

Hion. J1. SCADDAN: I am not the At-
torney General. Will this amendment, in
the opinion of the Attorney General; have
the effect we desire?

The Attorney General: T believe it will.
Hon. 4. SCADO AN: That is not very

definite.
The Attorney General: We are none of

us infallible.
Ron. J. SCADD.&N: Have I the assur-

ance of the Attorney General that the effect
n-ill he what is intended?

The Attorneyv General: Yes.
Ron. J1. SCAD DA'N: If we ennot get

anything better than this clause, we must
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accept this clause, anid truist to Providence
and the law courts for thle protection of thle
State. The inroads of the American meat
trust on Australia, however, are not a matter
in the air, hut something actuall 'y existing,
something that has been appreciated for sev-
eral years in certain Eastern States and also
in New Zealand. It is a matter of concern.
not only to the consumler of meat, but also
to (lhe Northern pastorlist, who may find
himself squeezed out b -y the American meat
trust. The operations Of thle trust have ab-
solutely crippled thle production of stock in
America. Will this clause bar out the meat
trust? It will nlot, if \Testey Bros. like to
sit down until 1928. Until tlhnt tern, expires
they can increase their four million acres to
Junle Mill ion if they* please, and then let
things go tang in 199-9. We do not know
wlint wvill hap~pen b[iv 192S.

The Preni ir: During all your time tile
area 'vas uinliiited.

Hot,. J. SCADDAN: I do not know that
there is anvtli i u to prevent us from amend-
ing existiln legislation so as to prevent the
further aggregation of pastoral leases. WeT
canl puss a law preventing Vrestey fros
from taking uip any additional area.

Mr. Butcher: We cannot prevent them
from buying additional leases.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: T think we call. We
could prevent the transfer of existing huold-
tugis.

Mr. I". B. *Iohustoul : The Mlinister can re-
fuse anyN tr ansfer.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: That is what I am
towing at.

-Mr. ]oley' : T in tend to mnove an amiend-
inent to that effect.

Hion. J. SCADDAN: The Council's
amendment goes ]lack onl a previous de-
cisionl Of this H~ouse. We fixed a maximnim
of one million acres, whereas the Council
Propose to allow a combination to hold up
to two million acres. That is being done to-
day. It can be (lone in connection with
conditional purchase holdings, and sinmil-
arly in connection wvith past oral leases. Tile
holder of one million acres can get his wife
to )hold another million. This is not thle
proper method for dealing with the North.
I wanlt to see thle Noith stocked with cat-
tle; but, above all, I want, for the sake of
the safety of Australia. to see the North

populated. Since thle pastoral leases do tiot
expire until 1928, there is no occasion to
rush this matter.

'The Attorney General: It is not being
ru shled.

Hi-o. .1. SCAIJOAN: Unadoubtedly it is.
E ven the supporters of the Government in
:i uotlir place say it is being rushed.

The Attorney General: They have had
all the time they wvanted.

lon. .1. SCADDAN: That is absurd. A
matter of this nature cannot be thoroughly
undrstood or adequately dealt with by
either Chamber unless the people affected
have h~ad anl opportunity of seeing tile pro-
vi atols anRd discussing them publicly,' and
informing Parliament how the conditions
will affect, them. How many of the p eople
of lie North know thle provisions contained
in this Bill?

'fhe Mrinisqter for Works: Every one of
them.

lioti. J. SCADDAN: I ami now glettin-
in formation. We are told that men out-
)lack 150, mid even 200, miles from the
coast line, distant a fortnight's journey
fromu a porl and not in touch with rapid
eonm ran iations, know the provisions of this
Bill.

Mr. Butcher: Aecordinv to statements
from your side of the House, the people up
there a ic only managers.

1-on. J. SCADJ)AN: There wye have an-
ot her admission, tliat those in the North
are mnanagers and t hat the only persons
reall v interested are those who live in Perth
and do not worr-'v about the North except
to draw pounds, shillings. and pence. r
.ask the memnber for Gascoyne how it
cones about the people in tile North have
been able to obtain information regarding
t his Bill and have had time to digest it
seeing that the members of this House have
not.

Mr. Butcher: They' have had the Bill.
tile same as members of this House.

lHon. J. SCADDAN: We know that mem-
hers of the Pastoralists' Association are
objecting to amendment of this Bill, they
wish it rushied through before too mucht
is known about its provisions.

The Attorney General: I want to keep.
Vestey Bros. down as much as you do.
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liIon. J, SiCADDAN: With me it is not
-a question of keeping- Vestey Bros, down,
but of keeping the State up. I am not so
much concerned about Vestey Bros. as I am
about thle interests of thle State, the COMn-
itonwealib and( the Empire. Our northern
areas must be populated, and they will
never he populated so long as we permit
mien to hold millions of acres along our
waler courses.

The Attorney' General: Do you wish to
withdraw all vou have said abouit \Testcy
Bros. 1

Hon. ;j, SOAD'DAN: I have not said a
word about Vcete Bros. 1 am speaking-
onl thle quiestioin of permitting people to
hold large parcels of land in thle North
and I say, that this amendment plainly in-
v-ites them to do so.

The Attorney, General : What would you
put ill tihe clause!7

I-Tn. J. SCADDAN: I would limit it to
onle million acres, to be consistent. I do
not care whether one or twenty persons are
concerned.

,'lie~ Attorney' General : Why did you not
--My that when the amendment was subnit-
ted to youlI

flon. J. SCADI)AN: It was never sat-
mitted to me.

The Attorneyv General: It was submit-
ted to the memibers for Guildford (Hon.
IV, D, Johnson), Pilbara (Mr. Underwood),
and TLeonora (Mr. Foley) and it was ap-
proved bY thiem. and I understood also by
you.

Hon. J7. SCKDDAN: This is a most as-
tounding position in which I now find my-
self,' merely because two or three members
of this House confer-

The Attorney General: The whole of the
miembers conferred.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I claim I am still
a member of this House, and I say I did
not confer. I want the Committee to be
consistent qnd,' if this clause is necessary
to prevent the aggregation of large hold-
ings in the North or elsewhere, to decide,
as has already been decided, to restrict any
hiolding- to one million acres. Personally' ,
I would go further and would be prepared
to support an amendment which r under-
stand the member for Leonora intends

moving, that no transfer of existing leases
lbe permitted except with the consent of the
Minister, who may approve or refuse in
his own discretion. I warn the Committee
that if Vestey Bros. get ia in Australia
they will he very hard to beat, and they will
be prepared to take the risk of going on
until 1928 in the hope of being able before
then to change the political atmosphere of
this State. And I would point out this,
that even if the maximum be limited to
one million acres, one lessee holding- in a
favoured spot would be practically holding
up) 10 million acres of country because the
holding- of tile water supply would mecan
the exclusion of others.

The Attorney General: That aspect is
provided for in Subelause 2

Hon. J. SCADDAN: That applies only to
new leases. The member for Roebourne
(Mr. Butcher) wvill admit that there are large
hioldings in favoured spots in the N1on Ii, and
1 assert that until those large holdings can be
subdivided by some means, they will retard
settlement. It is well known that Connor,
Dohierty, & Durack held the position in
K1izaberley in their own hands by holding the
land in favoured spots around Wyndham.
I must accept the amendment by another
place: hut I suggest to the 'Minister that hie
consider tile advisability of formulating
s;ome machinery- as quickly as possible which
will give the Minister thlat control of our
pastoral- country'% in thle 'North which is
essential in the interests of the State. I
would even go to the leng-th of providing for
compulsory resumptions, with compensa-
tion if necessary, in order to settle those
lands in a manner beneficial to the State.
We know that the holders of many large
areas reside in Perth, maintaining only one
or two white men on their stations as bound-
ary riders or in looking after the work of
the blacks. Yet those are the very people
who complain about the White Australia
policy, urging- that the black race requires
to be employed and that this is emplo'y-
ment suitable to them and not to white men.
Yet so soon as a Japanese doctor came
among-st them they immediately despatched
a protest to the late Government against the
Government recognising him or permitting
him to practice. It was an entirely different
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proposition when a labourer or artisan was
being competed against to what it was when
professional men were subjected to comnpeti-
tion by a member of a coloured race. And
some of those people who sent that protest
were themselves em ploying Japanese as
servanits. I want 10 drawv at tent ion to (ihe
fact thlat the North has to be Populated as
wvell as stocked and we too freq~uently lose
sight of the necessity for populating in the
d esire to stock the North. It would be bletter
to compel a pastoralist to keep 20 white men
employed onl his holding when lie would lie
obliged to keep) his holding- well stocked.
We are proceeding with so much indecent
haste that we are neglecting thle opportunity
of doing a duty not only to ourselves bat to
the commonwealth to give proper apprecia-
tion to the responsibilities of the white race.
We will not do that by stocking the North
with cattle. They) cannot fight, but they are
am inducement for people to come along and
take them from us. In the existing con-
ditions giost of thle large areas in the North
employ only one or two white men.

The Attorney General: Ho"' much white
population have the Commonwealth put into
the Northern Territory since it has had
charge of it?

1-Ion. J. SCAD:DAN: That will not help
i's. Because Queensland has allowed the
meat trust to go into that Stale, is it any
reason why we should allow it to come into
Western Australia?

"'he Attorney General: What white popu-
lation did you put into the North during the
time you were in power?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: We recog-nise that
something must be done by Parliament to
meet the position which will arise in 1928.
We proposed a certain course of action and
that was to obtain all the information which
was essential to enable members to arrive at
a proper conclusion. Tfhe present Govern-
ment have merely' sat down and taken the
Land Act, and then the Treasurer, recognis-
ing that he was in need of revenue, said,
"How can we get wore revenue out of that
part of the State?" It is not revenue alone
that we want. The whole of the North is
capable of being peopled if we tackle the
problem. We know nothing ahout the
North.

Mr. Butcher: 1 know you don't.
Hon. J. SCADDAN: The only thing I

do know is that the conditions in the North
are not satisfactory from an Australian
point of view. I want to see Australia pro-
srress and with it the ]3ritislh Empire, but,
unfortunately, we here are viewing the
position through a pair of spectacles with
Western Australia w"ritten across them.

Mr. Nairn: Is there anything in these
clauses to prevent settlement in the North-
WVest T

lion. J. SCADDAN: Is there anything
in the Bill that wvill assist in the settlement
of [lie North9q

Mr. Nairn: Answer my question and I
will answer yours.

1-onl. J. SCADDAN: Suppose I admit
the bon. member's statement. Let me ask
him if there is anything in the Bill to as-
sist time settlement of the North.

Alr. Nairn: I believe there is.
Thle Attorney General: Certainly, se-

curity of tenure.
Ron. J. SCADDAN: I venture the

statement that in the next five years thle
Attorney General will not be able to pro-
duce a record of area taken up under lease-
hold provisions in the North, which will
compare with the last five years, and that
was before they had any idea about security
of tenure. I have already asserted that there
are pastoralists in the North who do not
employ more than five or six white men,
while many of them only employ one or
two. There are five or six white men on
Vestey Bros.' four and a half million acre
holding.

The Attorney General: How do you
know?

Hion. J. SCADDAN: I honestly believe
it.

The Attorney General: You can only
believe a thing from evidence or knowledge,
and you have neither.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Does the Attorney
General believe this clause to he effective
from the knowledge he possesses?

The Attorney General: By logical ar-
gument. But hlow do you know there are
only five men on Vestey Bros.' station?

Hton. J. SCADDAN: Does the bon.
member deny it?
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Thle Attorney General: 1 do not know
anything about it.

lion. .1. SGADt)AN: Then the hon.
member should keep quiet and allow him-
self to he told.

"The Attorney General: I am not going
lo be told by you. I wvould accept the state-
nient if it came from the member for Pit-
bara, because he does know something about
stations. It is more than likely there are

A0on that station.

lion. J. SCADDAN: If the Attorney
General wvill not take my word as to the
number of men there, wvilt he assert that he
is satisfied with the present p~opulation nf
thle NMorth?

The Attorney' General: I have nothing
to do with it.

Hon. J. SCAI)DAN: What an admis-
sion to make! The Government are push-
ing through a Bill of this nature and the
Attorney General remrks lie has nothing to
do wvith, it. I am urging that if we want to
solve the problem of the North we will not
solve it by making stocking provisions.

The Attorney General: Why did you not
suggest all this when the Bill was before
thle House?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I have made these
suggestions times out of number. The
North has to be considered from other stand-
points than those of producing cattle and
sheep. The tropical lanids of the North can
be used as they' are used in other parts of
the world. Because of their suitability for
other purposes, as for instance, tropical
cultivation, certain parts of the North
oughlt to he withheld from pastoral leasing.

M~r. Butcher: They can always be re-
saime([ if required.

lion. J. SCADDAN: I do not think they
can.

The Minister for Lands: Of course they
can.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: At all events I
eniphasise the danger of introducing the
meat trust into Western* Australia. We shall
have those people overrunning- the pastoral
areas of the 'North. The maximum lease
ought to he a million acres or less.

The Minister for Railways: There in no
limit at all to-day.

lion. J. SCADDAN: We should have
complete information in regard to these
leases before we agree to the provisions in
the Bill. It will be useless to furnish us with
all the information after the Bill is passed.

Bon. W. D. JOHNSON: When first the
Bill was introduced I regarded it as the
most important we had had for many years,
yet it was discussed in its various stages in
a House of empty benches. I still say it was
not fair to introduce a Bill like this at the
endl of the session.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion, member
must deal with the amendment, and not the
Bill.

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: Well, we have
just had a second reading speech extending
over about two hours, so I suppose it will
be as wveil to come to the amendment. The
amendment represents a compromise. If
that compromise had not been arrived at
the Bill wvould probably have passed as
printed. I am opposed to tile Bill in
toto, but as my efforts to defeat it have
failed. I would now like to improve it.
I admit that I deliberately stonewalled the
bill in order tlhat some reasonableness might
he introduced into the Chamber, and am
glad to say that whilst we talked other hon.
members were outside trying to arrive at a
compromise.

Air. O'Loghlen: We did not know you
were stonewalling.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Whilst we
were opposed to the Bill and the compro-
mise we entered into it in the hope of get-
ting some reform in the Bill. We did this
hecause of the wvant of sympathy found in
the attitude adopted by hon. members, and
only at the eleventh hour members have
awakened to what is being done. I do not
want to increase the area beyond one mil-
lion acres, and on the other hand do not
want to break the compact which has been
arrived at. We now have an hon. member
moving an amiendiment which either causes
us to be misrepresented by supporting it or
to break the compact which was entered
into. If the Attorney General keeps me to
that compact I will abide by it, but if the
question is left an open one I will support
the amendment because it is in accordance
with my previous convictions.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
waa not much compact about the Bill. In
fact no comnpact was arrived at. The mem-
her for Pilbarra aind the member for Leo-
nora got their way in respect to certain
clauses, and secured certain amendments,
mainly because I agreed with thcm and
also because Ministers subsequently agreed.
All hon. members interested in the pastoral
clauses were asked to listen to what was
being arranged. An understanding was
arrived at that the Bill should he put
thirough in its altered form. and that was
n!one. The only portion of the Bill left
which it -was impossible to draft that night
was in regard to the clauses restricting the
area of leases which might be held by sev-
eral persons or companies. I undertook
that a clause embodying the opinions of
lion. members who took part in the arrange-
wnent, as far as I could gauge exactly what
w'as intended, should be introduced in an-
other place. On the following day the mem-
ber for Pilbarra and the member for Leo-
unra came to the Attorney General's office,
aind with myself and the Parliamentary
draftsman prepared clauses which seemed
to us. not only to embody our own ideas,
hut those of each member who had spoken,
with the object of restricting the accumula-
tion of acres and acres of ground and the
extension of such) firms as Vestey Bros.

Hon. W. C. Angivin: What about the
two millions? It represents a State.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I regret
the hon. member was not here when the ar-
rangements were made. It was not a party
clause that was drawn up, and I did not
insist on how it should be done.

Mr. Green: That is the first we have
heard of it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Why was
not the hon. member in his place at the
time? An open invitation was extended to
ail hion. members interested to come into my
room and hear what was being said. This
,dause is an honest attempt on the part of
the two lion. members I have mentioned
arnd myself to draw up something in the
shape of words which would prevent the
coniglomeration of leases, the acting to-
gether of persons, the joining of companies,.
and so on, We have endeavoured in a large
number of ways to attack that aspect of

the question. When dealing with associa-
tions of person one method of attack must
be to limit the amount of land held. It
one person holds a million acres, and that
was conceded, surely when we come to two
or mnore persons jointly, or ant association
of persons, holding land we must assume
that they will hold more than one million
acres. This amendment is to prevent those
persons wvlo hold this area from getting any
more, and from putting a manger in to run
the whole lot together. It was a question
of what area should be named, and two
million acres were named so that possibly
two sets might act together, hut no more.
'l'hu hon. members who drafted the clause-
had in innd that it was alleged that Vestey
Bros. had somewhere about four and a half
moillion acres.

rThI Minister for Lands: I said about
eighit million acres.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The area
does not matter. We honestly came to ther
conclusion that no combination of firms.
should own more than two million acres,
and this clause seems to express that. When
that was set forward the following day in
this tight form copies were distributed to,
these same lion, members before I handed
it to the Minister in charge of the Bill in
another lplace, and it was approved by those
lion, gentlemen. I asked if they could sug-
glest anything further. I would be willing
now, if any words could be used to make
that niore stringent than it is, to adopt
such words.

lion. W. C. Angwvin: Strike out the word
'two"l and put in the word "one."

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The two
million acres was never discussed. That
was accepted as a fair thing. Ron. mem-
bers must know that there is more than one
pastoralist in the North who has an area
exceeeding that. it would act hardly upon
these pastoralists. I do not suggest any
extension to these persons. They cannot hold
on combination more than two million and
will, therefore,' have to get rid of the re-
mainder of their holdings or their lenses
will not be renewed. Exception has been taken
on the question of the time fixed. Par-
liament, however, is supreme in the matter.
If it is found that the 12 months works a
hardship Parliament can extend the term to
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any period which is deemed in its wisdom
desirable.

Air. Munsie: It will be extended to 10
years for a certainty.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
would] not have my vote at any rate. I am
informed that the pastoralists are satisfied
with one year. Those who do not make ap-
plication to come under the Bill within that
time will have to take their chance after-
wards. These pastoralists will not be
placed in a better position than those who
clect to come tinder the Bill. I cannot con-
templiate any Government giving terms to
pastoralists at a later stage which would be
less han,;h than these are. The mere fact of
members meeting together as a special com-
mittee to consider special provisions of the
Bill and arriving at an understanding should
be sufficient to show, that the res~lts express
the views of the hon. members concerned.

Mr. Munsie: The member for Pilbarra
distinctly stated that there was no necessity
for the Bill this session. You have not com-
plied with that, have you?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The same
argument might be used next session or at
some subsequeont session. I believe the
member for Hannams will always use the
same argument, and that he would give no
one any lease or property whatever.

Mr. Munsie: I believe in the State hold-
img thle land.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I com-
mend to members (if this Committee, and es-
pecially to those wvho were present daring
the all night sitting when such an amount of
good fellowship wyas shown between members
onl both sides, that they should stick to the
amendment which was the outcome of their
action, and support the motion.

Mir. FOLEY: When this measure was
first discussed, the question of the proper
time for bringing it -forward was debated.
With other members, I held the opinion that
the time was not opportune. That view
was based on two proposals of the Bill-
the proposal to convert leasehold town
blocks into freehold, and the proposal for
extension of pastoral leases. What the
Council's amendment proposes was sug-
gested by several members of this House on
the second reading. Had hon. members who
have to-night spoken on this question dis-

played the same energy during the earlier
stages of [le Bill, the hands of the Govern-
ment might have been forced to grant some-
thing that we have not secured so far. The
Council's amendment is the outcome of a
consultation between the member for Pil-
biara and myself and, the Attorney General.
If one cannot get everything, it is just as
wvelI to get something. We knew that on the
clause the numbers were against us. The
Council's aniendnment represents the best we
can get. I am as strongly opposed] to tuba-

opolies; as any man in this Chamber or out-
side it. The leader of the Opposition said
tile ultimate effect of the Council's amend-
mnent migh t lie the handing over of our North
to the Commonwealth Government. But have
'Vt any security that thle Commonwealth
Government will not allow monopolies to
come in? The Commonwealth Government
gave Vestey Bros. about eight million acres
in the Northern Territory. We have pro-
vided that thle largest area of pastoral land
to be held by any one individual shall be
one million acres and the amend ment clearly
lays down that the largest area any comn-
pany, or any combination of companies or
of individuals, can hold shall he two million
acres. M oreover, there is the declaration as
to beneficial interest in any other pastoral
lease or holding. These facts dispose of
tile arguments of the member for Coolgar-
die. Personally, I consider one million
acres should be large enough for all pnr-
poses.

Thle Attorney Genera!: Why did you not
sugrgest one million acres the other night?

Mr. FOLEY: There were a number of
suggestions to be considered then, and every
point could not be brought forward at that
hour of the night. Had the case been pnt
to me then, I would have recognised the
necessity for the provision which I intend
to move later. I am satisfied, however, that
under the amendment no two or four or
eight companies in combination could hold
more than two million acres. Companies
are specially forbidden to operate in unison.
The danger lies, not in the area of land
which may be held, hut in the fact that at
the present time the Minister has not the
power to withhold transfers. We lost sight
of the possibility of other men taking up
pastoral country and transferring it to, Yes-



262S [ASSEMBLY.]

toy Bros. Even under this clause there is
no aIbsolute certainty that that wvili not take
place; and I intend to mnove an amendment
to obviate the danger.

The Minister for Lands: The Minister has
[lie necessary power already.

Air. FOLEY: I cannot find it in the Land
Act.

T1hle Minister for Lands: Under Section
144.

Mr. FOLEY: I did not think that section
gave the necessary power. In my opinion,
the Minister would be well advised to ac-
cept, even at this late stage, a maximum
of one million acres. However, there is the
safeguard that the appraisers will not let
those pastoralists who have picked out the
eyes of the north continue to hold their
areas at present rentals. The Bill fixes no
maximum rent. When the appraisers have
done their work, the pastoralists can pay to
[lie State what the appraisers consider fair,
or else leave their holdings.

Mir. TROY: I shall support the amend-
meat. I do not think hon. members fully
appreciate tile position when it is proposed
to allow any person to take up two million
acres of land. When we realise the progress
made in agricultural development in this
Stale during the pnst 10 years, and looking
forwvard to the probable progress in the next
.30 years, it must be realised that much is
likely to happen in the pastoral industry in
that time. I am somewhat surprised at the
action of another place in raising the maxi-
mum from one to two mnillion aeres after the
protest which wvas raised against passing
this hasty legislation at all. Unless the
Committee is careful, we shall be giving
away the heritage, not only of this or the
next generation, but of future generations.
The member for Boebourne claims that (lie
people have beetn consulted on this Hill. I
.say the people have not been consulted, that
they know nothing about the Bill, and have
nlever been given an opportunity of under-
standing it. I want to see that the pastora-
list is given every encouragement, and that
hie has sufficient land to carry on his occupa-
lion with advantage to the country; but I
consider two million acres much too large ail
area to hland over to any' individual pastora-
list, particularly when it is remembered that
those two million acres will be held for a

period1 of 30 years without possibility of
resump~tionl, except for absolute failure to
comply wvith the conditions. I urge the
,Minister to accept this amendment, which is
mkost reasonable, and not to accept the
amendment made by amother place, which
first pretended indignation and then passed
the Bill, adding a condition which makes the
Bill unacceptable to the people of the count-
try. I want to repudiate any suggestion
that I was a party to a measure of this char-
acter, and I cannot believe that any mem-
bers onl this side were a party. I would ask
the member for Roebourne whether he does
not agree that a man could make a fortune
on it million acres, or even half a million
acres, and could inake big money on
100,000 acres even!.

ll. J. D. Conoelly' (Honorary Minis-
let-) :It depends on the quality of the land.
H-ow would a lmndred-thonsand-acre man
get through in timues of drought? He would
have no reserve at all.

Mr. TROY: I know a. man on 30,000
acres, who caine through the last and pre-
vious droughts, and who never at any timeL
nmade less thani £700 a year. The member
for Leonora suggests that [lie appraisers
would overcome this difficulty by raising the
rental. But if the rental be so raised that
one pastoralist cannot pay it, how can it be
expected that another paistoralist can? The
appraisers can only fix the rent at a fair
value. I hope the Government wvill not re-
fuse to accepit the amendment proposed to
the Committee.

Air. BUTCHER: At the last sitting of
this House a compact was made, after
strenuious opposition onl the Opposition side
and after the House had discussed the mant-
ter for many hours, and it was agreed then
that the limit should be one million acres of
pastoral land to each individual, and for a
combination of individuals, interested either
direetly or- indirectlY, the holdings should
not exceed a mnaximlum of two million acres.
I think that was a fair compromise. To
limit the nmaxinmumn to a million acres in any
one division would be inconsistent, in viewv
of the differing value and( carrying capacity
in the various districts. While one million
acres might be quite sufficient in one divi-
sion, that area might be totally insufficient
iii another. Therefore, I think we should
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leave it to the discretion of the Ntinister. I
mean to stand by the compromise arrived at
the other evening. The member for Guild-
ford has pleaded for further time to con-
s1(lr this rnatter. I protest against mem-
bers crying out against the Government for
allegedly attempting to force a matter
throughfl this House. Once a Bill is intro-
ducedl here, it cannot be forced through ex-
cept iby the will of members. Personally, I
would never lpermit any measure to pass
through tis house hastily whether it was
introduced by a Government I am support-
iug or one to which I am in opposition. It
is idle for an) member to say we have not
time to discuss the matter. If Ave cannot dis-
C1153 it to-night, we can do so to-morrow or
next week. Hon. members have dealt with
a suggestion that this country should be cut
up) into small areas. Mfy memory takes me
back many years, and I can recall instances
wvhere men started on small areas and, with
very few exceptions, failed because those
areas wvere not large enough. It is ridicu-
lous for hon. members to quote Queensland
and the areas in flint State, and compare
them with the carrying conditions of the
landl in Western Australia. In Queensland
they are not subject to long droughts simi-
lar to those which occur in this State. If
any lion. member thinks he can make a liv-
ig. on 1,000 or eve's 10,000 acres there is

lplenty of lad he can take up within Ten-
sonable distance of a railway or the coast.
Sonie hon. members have dealt with the
question of pastoralists holding river front-
azes. and no other land being taken up. The
river frontage is of no advantage as com-
pared with the back country. It might have
been of advantage in the early days when
we had no opp~ortunities of sinking for
water, but now when it is possible to put
down artesian bores and get a supply of
water, we find that the back country is bet-
ter than that which has a river frontage.
The river frontage business is a great
bogey; there is nothing at all in it. I am
with lion. members who desire to prevent
any combine or trust which is likely to mili-
tate against the interests of the people of
the State appearing on the scene, and any-
thing that can be done to prevent a firm
like Vestey Bros. getting hold of an undul iy
large area of land wvill receive my support.

But I do not want to prevent the legitimate
development of our pastoral areas, and that
is what will happen if the amendment is
carried. The present leaseholders in West-
urn Australia, those with leases well de-
veloped andi partly developed, do not oc-
cupy the whole of the pastoral areas of
tile State b 'y a long way. We have pas-
toral IL'ands which at present are waste
:ueaSa, and wvhich we want people to take
uip and settle. Those areas are as good as
any which are at p~resent occupied, and
we want to encourage settlement on them.
The leader of the Opposition dealt at con-
siderahie length with the question of the
settlement of the North-West by white
people. Let me tell hon. members that it
never will occur in the history of Australia
that the northern portions of this contin-
ent will be settled by a white population,
and I am not afraid to say that.

Mr. Carpenter: They said the same thing
albout Queensland.

Mir. BUTCHER: The hon. member has
never lived in the fat- North. I have lived
there for a considerable time, and I know
that it is absolutely impossible for any white
man to live and work in that country, and
it is still more impossible for any woman to
live there and hear children. If we are

ging to ask white men to live there with-
out their wives, we are asking them to do
something which amounts to an unnatural
state of affairs. If hion. members talk
about developing the northern country by
white labour-, they talk about something
they know nothing at all of. The far North
can only be worked by coloured labour,
and if hon. members want to introduce the
strictest conditions by which the coloured
population will have no right of citizen-
ship, let them do so.

Mir. Green: So long as they are cheap.
Mir. BUTCHER: I do not care whether

they ar4 cheap or dear.
Mir. Foley: The white shearers stand it

pretty well.
Mr. BUTCHER: They are in the North

for only a few months of the year, and
those months are the coolest period. But
that is not the broad question. The broad
question is settling that part of the coun-
try with white peopl4 and to do that we
most have womenfolk and children there,
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with out whom it will be impossible to ex-
pect white mn to live there.

Ir MNiAunsie: Does the hon. member as-
sert that it is not possible for a white
woman to rear a family at Roebazrce or
Otislow?

Mr, BUTCHER: It is possible for a
woman to live in that part of the State as
far as Marble Bar, bitt beyond there it is
impossible, and the hon. member is not one
who would take any womankind there to
live with him, that is, if hie had the pluck
to go there himself. I apologise for having
digressed. With regard to the leases, at
their expiration in 1928, if the present
lessees do not feel disposed to come uinder
the clause of the Bill, it is obvious they
will have no rights at all. At the expira-
tion of the lease they will be entirely in
the hands of the Government of the day,
and it is idle for hon. members to say that
the pastoralists will not come in under this
Bill. I say that they will, and that they
will take the first opportunity of doing so.

Mr. Munsic: Do you think there is no
possibility of getting an extension of the
time under which they can come in!

Mr. BUTCHER: I hope not. It they
cannot make up their minds in twelve
months I hope no alteration will he made.
The Committee should agree to the coin-
pact entered into, and which to my mind
was fair and calculated to do the very best
towards the development of the pastoral
areas. It is idle for members to say that
we are locking up pastoral areas for this
undute length of time. We are not doing
anything of the kind. It would he unfair
to take an area from a man and give it to
another tun fot the same purpose, but if
it is required for horticultural or for trop-
ical culture, the right to take it exists at
the present time.

Mr, Troy: Can an area be taken for
leasing purposes!

Mr. BUTCHER: Would any Government
be justified in taking it from one person
to give it to another for the same purpose?
There is a moral obligation to allow the ex-
isting lessee to continually use it for the
purpose for which hie originally took it tip.

Mir. Troy: It could be 'leased in smaller
areas.

Air. BUTCHER: The lion, member
would create a commnunity of individuals
just as has been done in the agicultural
areas. We know die condition of things in
the agricultural areas through forcing set-
tlement in smuall blocks, in wich intelli-
gent mcii could not make a living. Why
is it that we have 700 or 800 farms thrown
back on the State. Does the hon. member
wish to create a similar state of affairs in
thet pastoral areas?

Hon. W. C. Ang-wia: Do you call a million
acres a small area?

Mr. BUTCHER: It is a fair area. I
would not allow more than a million acres for
any partnership or syndicate, no matter how
many it maight contain, I hope hen. inern-
hers will adhere to the compact made the
other night.

M'Tr. MUNSIE: I support the amendment.
I take no responsibility for any compact en-
tered into. Even with the amendment, the
Bill wvould not be palatable to the p~eople of
(lhe State. The Bill should not have been
introduced until after the elections. Unless
thle amendmnent is agrced to it wvill lie pos-
sible for one man to own both the Minderoo
and Globe H-ill stations. Those two stations,
aggregating nearly one and three-quarter
million acres,. employ hut one white man
between them, that is to say, one
white man is employed at Minderoo
and none at all at Globe Hill. What
we wvant in our ])astoral country is,
not stock alone, but people also. I p~rotest
against the possibility of two million acres
being handed over to a man and his wife
for 30 Y'ears.

Mr. Buteher: Any part of it could be re-
stimied to-morrow.

Mlr. AIINSIE: I cannot fiud thant pro-
vision in the Land Act. It is only for p)Lr-
poses oilier -than p~astoral that a pastoral
lease mnay he resuimed, and of course we
know that all that country is pastoral, and
good for only pastoral purposes. Mfinderoo
and Globe Hill could carry at least 20 fami-
lies, who would make handsome profits on
thei r small er hold ings. I f it wvas made known
that those two stations were to be sub-
divided on the expiry of the present leases,
there 'Would be 500 applications for the
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smaller holdings. To-day there is only one
wvhite man on the two stations.

Mr. Butcher: That is not true.
Mr. IJNSIE: When 1 was up there it

was true; there was but one white man on
Minderoo, and none at all on Globe Hill.
Is it desirable that that state of affairs should
be perpetuated until 1943? People who are
holding leases close to t he seaboard are
those who employ no one but niggers. Those
who are in the back country employ a reason-
able number of white men year in and year
out. There are portions of the North-West
where a million acres is not too large an
area to hold as a pastoral lease. I know
of one pastoral lessee who said hie would
gladly give up all his improvements and all
his tease for one-third of the Minderoo
station. I am sorry that hon. members did
not realise what they were doing in regard
to this Bill. It is robbing the future genera-
tion of Western Australia to place a Bill
of this kind without any information con-
cerning it upon the statute-book. The West
Australian has pointed out that there is
more stock in the State than is necessary to
comply with the stocking conditions con-
tained in the measure. I appeal to hon.
members to accept the amendment. Even
then we shall be giving the pastoralist four
times more than they are entitled to in the
interests of the people of the State.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
passed through Committee a Bill to pro-
vide that the maximum area to be held on
pastoral leases should be one million acres.
U~nder that provision there was nothing to
prevent an association of people acting to-
gether from securing perhaps 10 million
acres of land.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: There was a condi-
tion that a clause was to be put in in that
regard.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
that the amendment of the Legislative Coun-
cil improved the measure and the area to be
held is now limited. This is really a new
provision because it minimises the amount
of land which can be held by one individual.
In South Australia there is absolutely no
limit to the area which the pastoralist can
bold. In Queensland where the carrying
capacity of the land is for the most
part greater than it is here, leases of
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over two million acres were granted in cer-
fain eases to individuals.

AMr. Troy: When does the Queensland leg-
islation expire.

The M]N]STER FOR LANDS: I think
it wvas only passed in 1.92S. Where the pas-
toralist now takes up land and has only a
tenure of some 10 years lie has no time in
which to improve the property and no guar-
antee that hie will be recouped for his expen-
diture. It takes at least 10 years before a
pastoral lease will recoup the owner for
his initial expenditure and give him an in-
come from it. We should, therefore, give
some security to pastoral lessees who are
likely to desire to take up land now. Many
people are deterred from taking up leases
at the present time. Those wvho hold leases
now should have some security of tenure
and some prospect of having their leases
renewedl after 192S. Although we know that
at present pastoral lessees are making per-
haps considerable amounts of money, time
was, not long ago, when the pastoral lessees
of the North had, in vulgar phraseology, not
a feather to fly with. Although I have
never been a pastoralist in the North, I
know that 25 years ago most of the pastor-
alists there were so heavily involved as to
he compelled to clear off their holdings. It
was only pluck that enabled some of them
to hold on; and, by doing so, they have
reaped benefits of late. Our northern pas-
toralists have had a hard row to hoe, and
they deserve all they have got. In discuss-
ing- the Conc~ amendment hon. members
have suggested that we are sacrificing the in-
I eresis of future generations. It has been
suggested, too, that a lessee can transfer his
lease to anyone. That is not so. The ap-
proval of the Minister for Lands is neces-
sary before a transfer can be completed. In
the past, when the area of land available
was practically unlimited, the Minister had
no reason to refuse his approval of trans-
fers. But now, if this Bill passes, the Mfin-
ister, before granting approval of a trans-
fer, would have to satisfy himself that the
proposed transferee has' not already one
million acres, and that the transfer will not
cause him to hold more than that maximum.

Mr. Foley: But under the present law the
Minister must make out a case to the Regis-
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trar of Titles for refusing approval of a
transfer.

The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: No;
that is not necessary. Future transfers will
more especially be governed by the provi-
sions of this Bill, if it passes. There are
associations or corporate bodies with large
funds at their disposal for taking uip coun-
try; and I think such associations or corpor-
ations are wanted to develop our North.
The stocking clauses of the Bill demand the
carriage of treble the amount of stock now
required. Thle existing Act imposes no 111-
provement conditions, while this Bill does.
We do not wish people to hold up coun try;
we wish them to improve it and stock it.
As regards thle birthright of posterity, I dare
say that argument has been used in connec-
tion with all Bills for the granting of pas-
toral leases. Nothing, however, has so far
arisen to point to these lands being required
for any other purpose than the feeding of
stock, or to their being capable of use for
any other purpose. In the trop~ieal country,
I believe, very mnuch might he done in thle
way of growing certain products; and I
hope the time will come when that will be
done. The Drysdale mission station is now
making experiments in that direction. The
existing Act, however, does not provide for
the leasing of land for other than pastoral
purposes. Leases arc granted uinder Sched-
ule 34, which provides numuerous reasons for
*hich pastoral lands can be resuwed. Fin-
ally, the lease instrument provides that pas-
toral lands may' be resumed for the purpose
of facilitating or improving in any way the
settlement of the State.

Mr. Troy: But not for leasing again.
The MINI1STER+ FOR LAN-DS:- I do not

think it would be a fair thing to take a
lease from one man and hand it over to an-
other man to be used for exactly the same
purpose.

Mr. Troy: Then, why do you resume agri-
cultural areas to be used for the same pur-
pose-agneculture 9

Tlhe 'MINISTER FOR. LANDS: That is
done tinder the Agricultural Lands Purchase
Act. If this Bill provided for the purchase
of pastoral lands,' it could be done in con-
nection with them. Under the existing law,
the Government can resume an area for
-tropical agriculture, if they think it advisa-

ble. One hundred tliousano .cres have been
resumed out of Mr. Burt's pastoral lease
onl the Glascoyne. The Government resumed
a large area of land on that occasion, and
nothing- has been dlone with it since. I hope
members will agree to this amendment,
which is an improveiment on the Bill as it
left this House.

Mr. TROY: The Minister has told us
that the Queensland law provides for large
areas.

The Minister for Lands: What I said was
that there were leases granted in Queens-
land for larger areas than two million acre.

M r. TROY: Part 3 of the Queensland
Act provides that the Minister, with the ap-
proval of the Gevornor-in-Couneil, may de-
clare any Crown land open. for pastoral
lease, that the term of any lease shall not
exceed 30 years; but in no case is the lease
granted for 30 years. but in terms on a ten
years basis. It is further provided that
when the termn of a lease does not exceed ten
years, the conditions shall be for a like per-
iod. It is also provided that there shaUl be
power to resume, not as here with compen-
sation, but without compensation. The
second schedule to the Act sets out specific-
ally the grounds upon which leases may he
resumed. Why did not tlie Minister tell the
Committee that 9

The li mister for Lands: All of them are
liable to resumption. .I gave that informa-
tion to the Committee, but the lion, member
was absent.

M1r. TROY: 1 beg- the Minister's par-
don; it is true I was absent at the time. The
Bill was pased in 1910, and it provided that
wvithin two years one-fourth of the area of
a lease might be resumed, and that if fur-
their resumption had not taken lplace by the
end of 1918, one-fourth of the remaining
piortion of the lease might be resumed. One
would imagine that thle present Government
would have been guided by the legislation
of a Liberal Government in Queensland. 1.
join with the Minister in his admiration of
those who have pioneered this part of the
State. I realise their sacrifices and difficul-
ties, and would not advocate resumption
without compensation. But the children now
growing up, and who will reach man's es-
tate before 30 years. will demand access to
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these lands, and they should not be denied,
as they will be if this addition is made to
Lte Bill. Reference has already been made to
the increase in recent years in pastoral set-
tlement, due to a better understanding of
its possibilities. Memibers would be justified
in remnaining hiere a fortnight protesting
against the legislation embodied in the am-
endmnent of another place. I am p~repared to
fight to tile bitter end that the maximum
shall he limited to a million acres.

Mr. BUTCHER: What is lprop)osed
shall he dlone with those lessees who at pre-
sent hold more than a million acres, and
who desire to come under this Bill? Is it in-
tended that there shall be taken away por-
tions of their holdings on which probably
large sums have been expended in improve-
ments? I have in mind one such settler,
M~r. ft. E. Bush, who is an examlple to West-
ern Australia and to the whole of Austra-
lia. Yet members opposite would drive
such men out of Lte country, and deprive
them of the result of the hard work of years.
If it were proposed that the amendment
should apply to future leases, no one would
be harmed. 1 trust the hon. mnomber will
not pr-ess his amendment.

Hon. W. C. ANOWVIN: The arguments
just put forward afford a stronger reason
for the amendment. Those supporting the
amendment have no desire to drive anyone
cout of the country, but mnerely to protect
the interests of the State. The lion. mem-
ber's argument in support of a miaximum of
two million acres is thle very argument which
might be used for fixing the maximum at
one million, for be has told us of the very
large areas leased formerly at a time when
there was no competition. Reg-arding agri-
cultural lands, the State has been forced to
repurchase large areas at at cost of hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds, and quite re-
cently legislation has had to be introduced to
relieve those who have taken uip that land
from the payments on account of the high
prices the Government had to pay for the
estates. Thle Government have realised in
years gone by that the areas taken up were
too large. The Minister has not been able
to give us any informationi about the exist-
ing pastoral leases as to whether they could
be subdivided or not. We do not desire to
take away from Mir. Bush what'he has, but

if it is in the interests of the State that the
land should be subdivided some system of
subdivision should he adopted, as has been
adopted in connection with large holdings
for agricultural settlement. Under this am-
endment my family, which is not a large
one, could hold six million acres of land, so
long as it could be proved that I had no finan-
cial interest in it. It was previously under-
stood that a clause would be inserted to pro-
tect the State against trusts, and I further
understood that, while it was the intention
of Parliament to give those people with
leases security of tenure, at the same time
their holdings could have been considered
by Parliament from (lay to day, and the re-
newal of the leases would have been sub-
ject to conditions which Parliament might
have set out. Is it not advisable to accept a
million acres until we can get the informa.-
lion that the House is entitled to have.
After due investigation has heen made into
the leases, the Minister could say that he
had gone into the question and shown in
some eases that it wvas necessary to have
over a million acres, and hie could then ask
the House to ag-ree to increase some of the
areas and reduce others. I hope the Minis-
ter will agree to reduce thle area to one mil-
lion acres.

A'dir. GREEN: I trust the Minister will
not delay the House any longer and that he
will accept the amendment proposed by this
side of the House. The Bitll has been brought
in to hell) to people the North, and yet we
propose to give away to about 20 .men in
the Kimberleys areas which will be almost
as large as Victoria. A proposal of that
kind will keep the country sparsely popui-
lated. I have been in Kimberley twice and
quite long enough to convince mne that white
people can live there and work.

Ron. J, D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): R ow fat did you go away froml the
ship?

Mr. GREEN: I was on the coastline at
Wyndham and operations were be-ing con-
ducted at the freezing works right through-
out the summer.

Mn. Butcher: How many hours a day did
they work?

Mir. GREEN: Eight hours. The old
groper element told these people that it
would he impossible to work at Wyndham
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during the summer months. We were told
that -white labour could not work in the
sug-ar fields of Queensland. We were also
told that the Panama. canal could not be
built by white labour, but the backbone of
the construction of that canal was not
Jamaican labour, but labour with a white
skin brought from Spain.

Hfon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Mlinis-
ter) . What about the million ac'es

I-r. GREEN: What I am saying has a
close relevancy to the fact that a million
acres is sufficient fur any squatter. Under
the proposals of the Government 20 men
could occupy the whole of the liimberleys.
The granting of more than one million
acres to a squatter is nut going to people
this country, and is indeed unnecessary. I
hope the Minister will see his way clear to
accept the amendment of the member for
North-East Freman tle.

Mr. LAMBERT: No one has greater
symipathy for the pioneers of any induistry
than have I. The member for Roebourne
must know that a million acres of pastoral
lease is quite enough for any squatter.
The greater portion of the areas held in
the K~imberleys are not stocked to the ex-
tent of one-tenth of their carrying capacity.
That is the admission of a pastoralist,' yet
thu lion. member for Roebourne protests
that a million acres is not sufficient.

MAr. Butc~her: I said nothing of the sort.
Mr. LAMBERT: I accept the lion. manm-

her's denial, still I really thought that hie
had stated it would be an absolute hard-
ship if the clause were applied to Mr.
Bush.

Mr. Butcher: I said that if 'he were forced
to come in tinder the Bill it would be ain
inu~stice, seeing that he has to-day over
a million acres.

Mr. LAAMERT: It amounts to the same
thing. The position is ridiculous. None of
these areas should be larger than .50,000 or
100,000 acres, and the leaseholders should
not be permitted to pool or aggregate their
hioldines without showing good cause.
Moreover, there should he improvement
conditions, which would enforce the utili-
sation of the leases to the full. I am very
sorry that the Minister has refuised to ac-
cept the amendment. The bon. member for
Roebourne was able to supply only one in-

stance of hardship likely to occur tinder
the amendment.

Mr. Butcher: I gave the one ms a specific
instance; I coul d give many more.

MI~r, LAMBERT: The pastoral industry
emiplo ys less than .5 per cent, of the white
labour. employed in any other industry.

Mr. Butcher: Nonsense.
Mr. LAMB3ERT: It is the dutyx of the

Committee to see whether means cannot
be devised for the leg-itimate open-
i g up of our- North. Why have

we 110t been Supplied With full in-
formation regarding these leases, to assist
us in our, consideration oif thet question?
I hope the amendment will be carried. We
should have one large Federal State so far
as; the northern portion of Australia is eon-
cerned. I always understood t hat the pas-
toralist in this State was, treated better than
any other pastoralist in the Commonwealth.
Whilst it is the duty of hon. members to
assist in encouraging this industry andi to
show an appreciation of the good work
I hose engaged in it are doing in some of the
undesirable portions of Western Australia,
ait the same time I have heard no arguments
which convince rue that a million acres
uinder present conditions is not sufficient for
any pastoralist to hold. It is regrettable
that we have not more opportunity of pro-
perly considering the Bill to the extent to
which it is desirable to do so. The only
desire that seems to prompt many lion.
mnembers. is to look after the interests of a
few pastoralisis in the northern portion of
the State, hut I would point out that there
are also the interests of the State to he
considered. I am certain we shall find some
aggregation of the lands if the Bill is
passed. If ever people were being given
an additional asset-, these pastoralists are
those people.

Mr. Smith: You did not say that in re-
gard to renewing gold-mining leases.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Mk-inister shoulId see
that Ihese people spent some of the money
they make off the land within the country.
The member for Roebourne will surely
agree that we have some night to protect
those who may come after us and may de-
sire to work some of this country.

Mr. Butcher: There are millions of acres
Yet unoccupied.

2634



[21 MARCH, 1917.J 2635

Mr. LAMBERT: Are they in posses-
sion of water facilities.

Mr. Butcher: Any amount of them.
Mr. ILAMBERT: I have never heard that

statement seriously made.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. LAMBERT: We should not barter

away this portion of the State and it is a
great pity the Federal Government have not
taken it over.

The Attorney General: This is not rela-
tive to the Bill.

M11r. LA11BERT: It is, and until I am
pulled upj by the Chairman I wvill continue
iii that strain.

The Attorney General : I rise to a point
of order. The lion, member was dealing
with what the Federal Government might
do; is he in orderI

The CHAIRMAN: It is easy to connect
the two things. The hion. member can show
why a lesser or a greater area shoald be
given in this case. The argument is a fair
one.

Mry. LA.M BERT: I ant obliged to you.
Sir. Greater consideration should be given
to this question. The time will come When
the Federal Parliament will find it neces-
sary to create a big Federal State right
across the north of Australia.

Mr. Foley: And give eight million acres
of land like they did to the great meat
trusts.

Mr. LAMBERT: Whilst the Minister is
giving the greatest possible consideration to
Ihe pastoral industry, very little considera-
tion is shown for the welfare of Western
Australia.

Mr. Butcher: That is not a fair state-
men t.

Mr. LAMBERT: I believe no Minister
would try to promote the welfare of the
country more than the Minister for Lands,
but it is regrettable, nevertheless, that the
measure should have been brought along at
such a late hour of the session and forced
through in the interests of the pastoralists.
In connection with the subject of this Bill,
we must think not merely of to-morrow,
hut of the future. I support the amend-
ment.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I regret that the
M inister for Lands could not see his way

to accept a reduction of the maximum area
to one million acres. If the clause passes
in its present form, it wvill be possible to
obtain much larger areas of pastoral coun-
t ry. The amendment of the member for
North-Eaist Fremantle seeks to reduce the
area which may he held by corporations or
combinations from two million acres to one
million. Under the Council's amendment,
at main alld his wvife would be able to hold
,,ne million acres in each of the six divi-
sions, or six million acres in all.

The IMinister for Works: I do not think
You are right in that.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Even with the
proposed reduction to one million acres, a
man and his wife would still be able to hold
six million acres of pastoral lands in this
country. The words "in the same division"
at the commencement of the clause should ho
struck out.

The Minister for Works: I find that T
ant incorrect in wvhat I said, and that one
million acres can be held in each division.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Even one mil-
lion acres is a more generous area than
sh~ould be permitted.

The Minister for Lands: If the hion. memn-
her intends to move an amendment, it would
lie prior to the present amendment.

The CH-AIRMAN: The lion, member
cannot go back.

Amendment (Hon. W. C. Anrvin's) put,
and a division taken with the following re-
sult:-

Ayes
Noes

Majonty

Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mi.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

A0gw In
Carpenter
Chiesso a
Colie r
Foley
Green
Harrlio
E. i. Johnston
Lani,rt
Mulilany
Mangle

20
13

for . . 7

AimEs.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Nairn,
Seaddan
S. Stubs,
Taylor
Thomas
Thomson
Troy
Waiker
O'llogtbien

(TellcrA)
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NOES.

Air.
Mtr.
M r.
M r.
Mr.
Mir.
Mrl.

Alien
flincher
Con nolly
Cunningham
Gr1iffiths
Hlckma~tt
Ltfroy

Mr.
MI r.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
At r.

Mitchell
Itohinson
Veryard
Wiilnmott
F. AVilson
H!ardwick

(Taller.)

Amendment thus passed.
Question, as amended, put and passed;

the Council's amendment, as amended, made.

Mr. FOLEY: I now desire to move the
insertion of a proviso.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
too late. 1 put the question distinctly. I
am sorry the bon. member did not signify
hits intention of moving a further amend-
men t.

Mr. FOLEY: I mentioned it when speak-
ing.

Ron. J. Seaddan: I also mentioned it.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,"
and a Message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-BUNBURY TOWN LOT 318.
Returned from the Council without

amnendment.

PRIVILEGE-THE ELECTION OF MR.
E. B. JOHNSTON AS SPEAKER.

Mr. S. STUJBBS (Wagin) [11.4]: 1
regret very much having to rise at this late
hour on a question of privilege. I think,
however, that the House, after hearing the
article which I shall read, with the pernis-
sioni of lion members, will agree that I have
every justification for bringing the matter
before Parliament. I refer to an article
which appears in the Great Southern Argus
published at Wagin on 17th March. The
article is headed "Mr. Stubbs, M.L.A.. and
the Sreakership. Remarks by Mr. John-
ston, M.L.A. (Contributed)," and reads as
followvs :-

Subsequent to unveiling an honour roll
at Darkan last week, Mr. El. B. Johntn
said that he would like to sayv a few words
to his constituents regarding some recent

political events. In regard to his short
occupancy of the position of Speaker
(laughter) lie had nothing to reproach
himself with. He had not sought the
Jposition in any way (applause), but the
Government had been very anxious for
him to take it, and hold it, until the no-
confidence motion wvas safely passed.
(Laughter.) The Government need, how-
ever, have had no doubts as to his atti-
tilde on that motion. He wanted tile Land
Hill through, and in any case lie would
not risk any reversion to a reign of
Labour misrule and maladministration in
this State. (Applause.) No more secret
contracts. However, he had been placed
in a position of some difficulty, and then
had been deserted by certain Liberal mem-
bers, whose words were worth nothing.
They had walked out of the House and re-
fused to vote. (Shame.) Mr. Sydney
Stiibbs was one of those gentlemen, and
hie had absented himself from the Chamber
for two days after lie was turned down
by his own party for the Speak-ership,
leaving his electorate disfranchised. There
had been certain charges made in the
West Australian, inspired from an ob-
vious source. These charges were untrue,
and the paper had had to apologise. They
had been deceived by some member of
Parliament. The member had withheld
from them the vital information that the
Speaker elect was chosen at a combined
meeting of Government supporters (Lib-
eral and C.P. nmemlbers which lie had
attended. At the meeting a vote was
taken for the nomination between Mr.
Stubhs and himself, and he had received
18 votes (applause), whilst Mr. Stubbs
received one vote only. (Laughter.) Mr.
Stubbs had left the room declaring that
he had done with the Liberal party for
ever. (Laughter.) In the circumstances
he (Mr. Johnston) bad felt entitled to
accept the position offered to him, hut
parties were very evenly balanced in Par-
liament, and when he found that one or
two disgruntled Liberals had not given
him proper support, he had promptly re-
Signed, rather than remain in an undigni-
fied position. (Applause.) Hle felt, too,
that he could best serve his constituents
on the floor of the House, holding the
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balance of power at the present time.
(Prolonged applause.) Mr. Johnston then
dealt at length with the Land Bill, and
concluded by vigorously urging his bearers
to vote for Sir John Forrest and the sup-
porters of the Hughes Government at the
forthcoming Federal elections.

The report says that certain charges have
been made in the lWest Australian, inspired
from an obvious source. There can be no
doubt that Mir. Johnston referred to a mem-
ber of this Chamber.

AMr. E. B. Johnston: On a point of order.
Is there any point of privilege involved in
this matter?

Air. SPEAKER: Yes. The hon. member
for Wagin will please confine his remarks
to the article on which he bases his motion.

Air. STUBBS: The motion I intend to
move will give the publisher of the Great
Southern Argus and also the member for
Wihliams-Narrogin an opportunity of prov-
ing the truth of the charges published in
that paper.

Mr. SPEAKER: You are referring to the
article. I presume you are going to con-
clude by making a motion in regard to the
printer and publisher.

Mir. STUBBS: Yes.
Mir. SPEAKER: In these circumstances

yon can refer to such portions of the article
as affect your privilege and justify your
motion. The member for Williams-Narrogin
does not appear in this at present.

Mr. STUBBS: I will endeavour to confine
my remarks to the four corners of the article
in question. I shall he as brief as possible
and to the point. The article states that
the position of Speakter was not sought by
the member for Williams-Narrogin. It will
be within the recollection of the House that
the leader of the Opposition on 8th Febru-
nary last tabled a no-confidence motion,
whereupon the House adjourned. Shortly
after that the gentleman who was elected
Speaker on the following Tuesday gave his
pledged word of honour that he would sup-
port the Government and the Country party
against the no-conflidence motion.

Mir. E. B. Johnston: On a point of order.
The bon. member is not obeying your ruling;
he is not confining his remarks to the ar-
ticle.

i'Nlr. SPEAKER: The bon. member must
confine himself to the article on which he
has raised a point of privilege.

Mr. STUBBS: It reflects on my honour.
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is

quite justified in raising a point of privi-
lege on an article which reflects on his hon-
our. Seeing that his motion will refer to the
printer and publisher of the newspaper, he
must confine himself to that article as an
article. Whatever inference he may choose
to draw may be right or wrong. He has the
right to say whether the article is true or
untrue, but he must not reflect on any
member of the House.

Air. STUJBBS: Am I not to refer to the
contributor of the article?

Air. SPEAK(ER: The contributor may
not have been AMr. Johnston, a member of
this House. it may have been contributed
by a correspondent. Therefore, the hon.
member must confine himself to the article
on which he is basing his motion, and must
not refer to a member of the House.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: If the hon. member
is to be conflined to the newspaper article to
the extent you suggest, lie can do little
beyond reading that article and saying that
it is not true. Seeing that his honour is at
stake, I think he is entitled to explain the
facts which led up to the position dealt
with in that article. Otherwise he could
not justify his position.

M~r. SPEAKER: The hon, member will be
justified in referring to those remarks wvith-
out involving a member of the House. He
has yet to learn that a member of the House
was actually responsible for those remarks
which appear in the newspaper.

Hon. J. SCAIJDAN: The article pur-
ports to be a correct report of a speech
delivered by a member of the House, a
speech which reflects upon the honour of
another hon. member. Surely, then, the
hon. member is entitled to explain the facts
which led up to the position dealt with in
that article, which is really the report of a
speech, and is not an article at all.

Mir. SPEAKER: The leader of the Op-
position loses sight of the fact that the hon.
member has to move a motion in which, I
presume, the printer and publisher of the
newspaper will be alleged to be guilty of
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contempt. Consequently he is perfectly
justified in referring to the printer and pub-
lisher and even in elaborating his arg-u-
ments, but he must not make a direct attack
on a member of the House.

Hon. T. WALKER: The article, which is
a report of a speech, gives an account of the
alleged utterances of a member of thle
House. He may, of course, have been in-
correctly reported, In the course of that
report it is stated that certain members of
thle House gave to the Press incorrect and
untrue information. As to what appears
there and what is alleged in that article to be
untrue, the member for Wagia, I submit,
has a right to show whether it is true or
untrue. Because, if that article is literally
correct, there is no privilege involved. It
can only he a breach of privilege if it states
untruths. The member for Wagin has a
right to demonstrate the truth or the lack
of truth in the report, and to that extent
it is necessary for him to show the inaccu-
racies. I submit he will be in order in stait-
ing his case.

1Mr. SPEAKER: Quite right so far as the
privileges of members are concerned.

Mr. HOLMAN: The member for Wagin
is entitled to rise under privilege on the
score of a statement impugning- his honour.
A similar case caused a good deal of sensa-
[ion in Western Australia many years ago.
I refer to that of Mr. Robson, then member
for Oeraldton, when hie made a certain state-
nei which was published in the Press, On
that occasion no action was taken against
the Press, because the Press was not res-
ponsible for the statements made. It is the
person who makes the statements and
accuses members Of diShonourable actions
who must relply to the charge. On that tire-
vious occasion the member for Geraidton.
Mr. Robson, was requested] to attend in his
place and reply, which he did after the vote
was carried. if the lion, member alleged to
have made these damaging and unfair state-
ments published in the Press, containin~g
serious charges against members of fine
House, really did make those statements, lie
is not fit to retain his seat in the House.
The lion, member who is accused of hgving
published those charges is here to say whe-
flier or not he made those statements. The
othler lion, member is quite Tight in defend-

ing his honour. 11e should reply to tle
charges if hie can, either denying them, or,
if lie made them, withdrawing them unreser-
vedly and tendering ana apology.

M'ur. S. Stubbs: Or proving them.

12 o'clock, midnight.

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, certainly. The pri-
vilege case I have referred to is reported in
Barnard of the 23rd May, 1900. You your-
self, Sir, wvill remember the sensation which
the matter caused, and the action wvhich was
taken. The present ease seems to me on all-
fours with that case of 1900. The article
is really a speech by a member of this
Chamber;, the newspaper merely published
what a member said; and the member him-
self' is responsible.

Mr. SPEAKER: As regairds the matter
to which the member for Murchison (Mr.
Holman) has just refer-ed, on that occasion
the motion made in this House was directed
against the member referred to. The mo-
tion of the member for Wagin is directed
against the publisher of the paper. I am
going to allow the member for Wagin ample
opportunity.

Mr. HOLMAN: I perfectly understand,
Sir, that that is correct; but I consider that
the member for Wagin should move against
the member for Williain-Narrogin, and ask
him to reply.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [ 12.2 am.]: I
have not yet heard the motion which the
member for Wagin proposes to move: I
take it. Mr. Speaker, that you have seen
the motion.

Mr. SPEATKER: The motion that the hon.
member for Wagin is bound to move.

Mr. TROY: You have admitted. Sir, that
it would be quite competent for the member
for Wagin to embody in that motion a
charge against the member, for Williams-
INarrogin.

Mr. Underwood:, Why not let us get the
motion?

Mr. TROY: The fact that the newspaper
is responsible for publishing the article does
not exempt the member for Williams-Narro-
gin from his responsibility. That hon.
member either made those statements, or he
did not make them. The man who makes
the statement- must be responsible. If the
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lion. member did not wake the statements,
he is not responsible.

Mr . B. Johnston: It is a very con-
densed report.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Very damagig to me,
thoug7h.

Mr. TROY: I presume the member for
Wagin is proposing a motion that the news-
paper be adjudged guilty of contempt.
There should be no objection to his includ-
ing in that motion the member for Williams-
Narrogin.

Mir. SPEAKER: That is quite so. The
member for Wagin informed me that his
motion was against the printer and pub-
lisher of the newspaper. As the member for
Mt. MNagnet says, if the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin were included in the motion,
I could not raise any objection. At the pre-
sent juncture, however, the information I
have is that the motion of the member for
Wagin is against the printer and publisher
of the newspaper.

Mr. TIROY: floes the member for Wagin
propose to include in his motion the member
for Wilti ams-Narrogin 'I

Hon. T. Walker: That can be done by
amendment of the motion.

Mr. S. STUBBS (Wagin) [12.5]: Is it
the desire of the House that I should move
the motion when concluding my remarks,
or does the House prefer that I should
more the motion now?

Mr. Holman: Outline the motion now,
and include the member for Williams-NXar-
rogi r i n itL.

Mfr. S. STUBBS: With the permission
of the House, I will include the member
for Williams-Narrogin. My motion will be
that the printer and publisher of the
Great Southern Argus, Mr. B. L. ines,
hy publishing an article in the issue of the
said newspaper on the 17th M1arch, 1917,
under the headlines, '3Mr. Stubbs, M.L A.,
and the Speakership is guilty of con-
tempt.

Hon. T. Walker: Add to that.. "As is
also the member for Williams-Nan-ozin,
who is alleged to have made the state-

Mr. E. B. Johnston: On a point of order,
van a charge of that kind be made without
notice

Hon. J. Send dan:- Yes.

'Mr. Taylor: You gave no notice your-
self.

Mr. S. STUBBS: You did not give me
ainy notice.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Wagin
is quite in order.

Mr. E. 13. Johnston: May I rise to a
point of order V

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Wagin
is quite in order.

Mr. S. STUBBS: I mov-
That the printer and publisher of the

"Great Southern A4rgus," Air. B. L.
Inner, by publishing an article in the
issue of the said newspaper on the 17th
March, 1917, under the headlines "M3r.
Stub bs, MI.L.A., and the Speakership7'
is guilly of contemnpt.' as is also the nmem-
ber for Jfilliams-Narrogin, who is al-
leged to hove made the statements.

The member for Williams-Narrogin,
shortly'after he vacated the Chair, as I
understand, unveiled an honour board in
a town on the boundary or near the boun-
dary, of the Wagin electorate. The news-
paper which published the statements is the
only newspaper published in the electorate.
For the past three years the proprietor of
that newspaper, Mr. E. A. Absotom, has
been a bitter political opponent of mine.
I wvant the House, in dealing with the ques-
tion, to know that no man living in West-
ern Anstralia knows better than the mem-
her for Williams-Narrogin knows that Mr.
Absolomn is a bitter opponent of mine.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion, member is out-
side the motion now.

Mr. S. STUBEBS: I desire to say that
the only newspaper published in the Wagin
electorate is broadcasted throughout the
district in the interests of a political as-
sociation to which I do not belong. The
carrying of my motion will give the pub-
lisher of the newspaper and the member
for 'Will iamis-Narrogi n an opportunity of
p)roving the truth of the charges made in
that article.

1H on. T. Walker: What is the truth?
Mr. S. STUBBS: I am coming to that.

I especially chiallengve the member for Wil-
liarns-Narrogin to ref ite a single sentence of
thle statement which I ami making now by
the indulgence of the House. If lie can do so,
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I sliall stand condemned as unworthy of
iny position in this House, and as one who
should be ejected as a dishonourable man.
The member for Will ianis-Narrogin made
Jug inaccurate charges against me in a town
not far from the border of my electorate.
I leave it to the judgment of lion. members
and of the public of Western Australia to
decide what other object the member for
Willianis-Narrogin had in view beyond the
obvious one of discrediting me and be-
littling me in the eyes of my electors. H-on.
members wvill observe that the article is
desc-ribed as having been contributed. Now
let me cull a few extracts from the article:-

M1r. Johnston said at the outset that
hie did niot aspire to the position of

*Speaker,

It is very regrettable that I should have
to refer to certain matters that occurred
between the submission of Mr, Sciddaa's
nm-confidence motion on Cte 8th February,

ndthe elevation of the member for Wil-
liamis-Narrogin to the Chair. I can, if
necessary, bring testimony to prove that
%Within a few minutes after the leader of
the Opposition gave notice of his no-con-
fidence motion the member for Williams-
Narrogia pledged his word that hie would
support the Liberal party and the Country
party against that motion. Within a day
or two of giving that pledge, the member
for Williams-Narrogin approached more
members than one of this Chamnber,. statig
that hie would like to get their support to
an amendment lie intended to move to the
no-confidence motion.

Ifr. E. B. Johnston: That is absolutely
untrue.

Mtr. 0 'Loghlen: It is absolutely true.

MNr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Williams-Narrogin must withdraw his
remark.

'Mr. S, B. Johnston: I withdraw, Sir.
MAr. S. STUJBBS: As I hare already' in-

dicated, if I cannot prove to the satisfac-
tion of hon. members anyv statement T am
making, I am prepared to resign my seat
as a member of this Chamtber. I have lived
for 56 years, and have endeavoured to be
fair and just to every man with whom I
have come in contact; and T am not likely
at this time of my life to make statements

which. I cannot prove, It is regrettable to
have to move such a. motion as this, and
to mention certain matters; but I have to
clear myn character and my honour. I am
Prepared to do that with your permission,
'Mr. Speaker, and with the indulgence of
the House. On the morning of the day on
which Mr. Johnston was elevated to the
position of Speaker, be wrote a letter
to the Government saying that he in-
tended to move an amendment to the
no-confidence motion, and that the gist
of that amendment was that it would
humiliate the Government-that no Govern-
ment could remain in power if such an
amendment were carried. Within a few
hours of that information being conveyed
to me, the mnembe for Williams-Narrogin
was elected Speaker. In the coarse of the
article it is stated that my nomination for
the Speakership was defeated at the meet-
ing of parties by I8 votes to 1. I challenge
the memnber for Wiltiams-Narrogin to prove
that statement. I was not in the room whea
the business of 18 votes to 1 cropped imp.
The member for Williams-Narrogin conven-
iently forgot to tell his audience the reasons
whiich caused me to leave the room; and no
good purpose would be served by my men-
tioning them.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Mention them.
Mr. S. STUBEBS: No good purpose

would be served by my mentioning at this
s-tage the reasons-why I left the room.

Mr E. B., Johnston:. That is the point of
the thing.

Mfr. S. STUBBS: I am coming to the
point of the thing. Had I entered this
Chamber when Mr. E. B. Johnston's name
was submitted by the leader of the House,
T have no hesitation in saying, I would have
secured the Speakership by a substantial
majority'.

M4r. Taylor: That is beyond doubt.
Mr. S. STUBBS: Incidentally, the country

would have been saved the sorry spectacle
of a fortnight's scenes unparalleled in the
annals of the Western Australian Parlia-
ment.

Mr, Taylor: Unparalleled in the annals
of any Parliament in any English-speaking
country.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!1
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Mr. S. STUBBS: Therefore it ill becomes
the member for Williams-Narrogin to tra-
duice the honour of any member of this
Houise. 1 challenge him, as a man, either
to prove mue to lie untruthful, or himself to
stand forth as a political acrobat of the first
order.

Alr. THOMISON (Katanning) [12.15]
I regr-et this, incident very much indeed. I
can scarcely understand the member for
Williams-Narrogin making the statements
lie did when uinveiling that roll of honour.
He journeyed to Darkan to perform thte
duty of unveiling a roll of honour, and then
he took the opportunity of traducingz a memi-
ber of the House. i can scarcely, credit
that he was in his right senses. I knnr iont
the statements made to the Thm,)se by the
member £zr WaF-k- to-nigbt are p~erfectly
correct. No good can come of prolonging
this debate. I am supporting the member
for Wagin in his attitude. Under our
Standing Orders the Attorney General has
power to prosecute a member for publish-
ing any false and scandalous statements re-
garding another member.

Mr. Thomas: So far we have had no
proof that the member for Wifliams-Nar-ro-
gin has said anything that is untrue.

Mr. THOMSON: T have said that I know
the statemeat of the member for Wagin to
be perfectly correct.

Aifr. Thomas: I art inclined to believe that
he is correct, but I want to hear facts.

Mr. THOMSO'N: If the lion. member is
waiting to know from. me what took place
at a party meeting,. he will be disappointed.
It showed very bad taste on the part of the
member for Williams- Narrogin to go to any
part of his electorate and make a statement
traducing the honour of the member for
Wagin.

'Mr. E. B. Johnston: It V-18 a reply to a
long, garbled aecount of the proceedings
which had appeared in the West Australian,

Mr. THOMSON: As one of those mem-
bers whom evidently thko hon. member re-
gvards as unworthy'N bees u~c we were not pre-
pared lo support him, I wish to explain that
the reason whyv I left the Chamber rather
than vote in support of the Speaker was be-
cause I had come to the conclusion that the
business of the country -was of far greater
importance than keeping any individual in

the Speaker's chair. Therefore, so as Co
bring matters to a climax and show the
member for Willi ams-Narrogin that in my
opinion the affairs of State were of more
importance than the keeping of him in the
chair, I retired from the Chamber. I am
prepared to stand or fall by my attitude
on that occasion. I regret very much that
the member for Wihliams-Narrogia should
have made thre statements reported in the
Great Southern tl rgus.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [12.20]: 'The statements made by
the member for Willinms-Narrogin in the
newspaper referred to are very serious in-
dlar- The lion, member is alleged to have
said that the Government had been very
anxious for him to take the Speakership
and hold it until the no-confidence motion
was safely passed.

The Premier: That is absolutely incor-
rect.

Hlon. W. C. ANGWI.N: I am not saying
it, I am quoting from the article. The mem-
ber for Wagin has said that a letter was
sent by the member for Williams-Narrogin
to the Government intimating that he in-
tended to move an amendment to the no-
confidence motion, which would humiliate
the Government and make it impossible for
them to retain office.

The Premier: He -sent no letter to the
Government.

Hon. AV. C. ANOWVIN: And that within
a few hours afterwards thc member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin was made Speaker. That
was the purport of the statement made by
the member for Wagin. That is all very
serious, because if the alleged facts are cor-
rect the Government have been guilty of
corrupt p)ractices. It is the only inference
to he drawn from the two statements, the
one in the Press and the other made by the
member for Wagin. It is very necessary
that a strict inquiry should be held into a
question such as this. It is the duty of the
Government to see that the honour of the
West Australian Parliament and Govern-
ment is v.indicated. We should be able to
hand down the reputation of Parliament to
our successors clean and unsullied. In the
public Press thie ex-Speaker is reported to
have said that hie took the Speakership at
the request of the Government, notwith-
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standing that he had just previously sent
to them a letter stating that it was his in-
tention to humiliate the Government. I
think thle Premier has said that that is not
correct.

The Premier: It is not correct.
Hon. W. C. tANT\GWIN: At all events, it

is the duty of the Government and also
of the Opposition to have this thoroughly
cleared up. Even at this late hour it is our
duty to move a motion of no confidence in
the Government. If nobody else does it,
I will do it myself.

Mr. Holman: And perhaps the member
fur Williams-Narrogin will move an amend-
went ou it.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Except we take
steps to have this matter cleared up, none
of us will be justified in asking the electors
for a renewal of confidence at the forth-
coming election. In the interests of the
State I sincerely trust that the Government
will be able to clear themselves of the accu-
sations made against them by the member
for Williams-Narrogin.

Mr. FOLEYt (Leonora) [12.27): Every
member will desire a full investiga-
tion of the circumstances dealt with to-
night. When, a little while ago, the member
for Williams-Narrogin thought there was
something wrong, he was very quick to
move for a royal commission to inquire into
the actions of the leader of the Opposition.
If it was right for the member for Wit-
lians-Narrogin to seek redress in the sacred.
name of the honour of this Chamber, it is
the duty of this Chamber to see that the
fullest investigation is made into the charges
,which the member for Willi ams-Narrogin
has levelled against the Government. One
thing absolutely incorrect in this newspaper
article is the statement that the member for
Williains-Narrogin felt that hie could best
serve his constituents on the floor of the
Rouse,_ holding the balance of power. As
regards the statement that in the event of
his not attaining to the Speakership he
would have held the balance of power, I wish
it to he distinctly understood that lie (lid not
hold the balance of power as far as my vote
was concerned. Had the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin crossed the floor to support
this side on the want of confidence motion,
I would have gone to the opposite side of

the Chamber. I know another member who
expressed the intention of adopting the same
course as myself. I say the member for
Williams-Narrog-in. did not hold the balance
of power. His statement to that effect was
misleading. if every statement in that re-
port is as incorrect as the statement that the
member for Williams-Narrogin held the bal-
ance of Jpower in this House, the report is a
tissue of incorrect statements. Time cannot
be regarded as wasted which is spent in
discussing a matter in which the honour of
a member is impugned, or thle honour of the
House is impugned. There is no time other
than the present tu give such a matter the
fullest investigation. If the honour of a
member cannot be upheld, then that member,
no matter who hie may he, is not fit to hold a
seat in this Chamber, or to hold any other
public position.

Hon. 'P. Cornier: Do you remember the
classic words of Mr. Bent about carrying
guts to a bear?

M~r. F OLEY: I do not wish to enter into
that question. In discussing a matter affect-
lug the honour of a member of this Chamn-
her, it is not my province to throw mud or
to use any undignified expressions. I intend
to see that an hion. member who is attacked
is afforded the opportunity of investigation.
I believe the spirit of honour still lives in
the minds and hearts of members of this
Chamber just as it did before the member
for WNiliamns-Narrogin became a member of
this House.

Mr. Taylor: Before other members make
any remarks, it would be as well for us to
hear the member for Wkilliams-Narrogin.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You do not give him a chance.

Mr. Taylor: He has been asked to speak
two or three limes. T do not wish to make
mly statement before hearing the bon. mem-
ber. Let us hear the hon. member in de-
fence first. If the hon. member will not de-
fend himself, I must speak.

Mr. PR B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) [12.3,51: I wish to move the ad-
journment of thle debate.

Mr. Taylor: You have no hope of get-
ting- an adjourninent.

Mr. N. B. JOHNSTON: I wish to move
the adjournment for the reason that I have
not even been able to see that article. Since
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T heard about it, the paper has been re-
moved from the files of Parliament House.

Hon. J. Seaddan: On a point of order.
when an lion, member moves the adjourn-
inent of the delbate there can be no discus-
Sion.

'%fr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.
Mr. Taylor: Now will you speak before

I go?
Mr. Carpenter: Be a man.
M1r. R. B. JOHNSTON: I have el-

plained that I have been unable to see the
newspaper report even dluring the tea adt-
journment. I just wish to say that the re-
port is, necessarily, very condensed. It is a
very' much abbreviated report of the re-
miarks I made on the occasion referred to.
In many respects it is correct, although there
were qualifications and additions made by
ine when speaking. which, naturally, do not
ap~pear in a condensed report of this kind.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Do you know who
contributed it?

Mr. Underwood: Who wrote it?
11r. E. B. JOHNSTON: I do not know.
Mr. Underwood: You do know.
Mr. SPEAKER:- Order! The member

for Will inis-Narrogin is included] in the
motion.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The main point
I wished to make clear when speaking to
my electors was that there had been a bal-
lot of a combined meeting of members of
this House on the question who should be
nomninated for the Speakership.

Mr. Taylor: Not a ballot of this House.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Of the members

on this side of the House; of the members
of the Country party and of the Liheral
party aind myself. The ballot was taken,
and I received every vote but one.

-Mr. S. Stubbs: Do not forget that I was
not there.

31r. E. B. JOHNSTON: I was not re-
sponsible for the hon. member's absence.
That was the vote taken at that ivell-at-
tended meeting. It seemed to me most unjust,
unfair, and unwarranted that the metropoli-
tan Press, in publishirm a len~elhy state-
ment as to those proceedings, omitted all re-
ference to that vole. When the leader of

the Country party and other gentlemen
mentioned the matter to me during that day,
before that meeting, I said that I was not
Iprepared to permit myself to be nominated
at alt unless it was with the unanimous or
practically unanimous wish of members on
this side of the House. I felt that the fact
of my receiving every vote of those present
except one vote warranted me in submitting
myself to the pleasure of the House.

'Mr. S. Stubbs: At what time was the
vote taken?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I should say
at about 25 winutes past four.

Mr. Taylor: The bells were ringing.

M1r. E. B. JOHNSTON: At any rate, I
have not bad an opportunity of more than
glancing- at the article. I have read in May
tIhat charges against a member of Parlia'
mient should be made on notice. Had that
practice been followed in this instance, it
would have, assisted me in dealing- with tie
matter. The matter has been sprung on me.

31lr. Hfolman: Did you write the article?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No.
Mr. Holman: Did you send that letter to

the Government?
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I sent no letter

to the Government on a point of that kind.
31r. Holman: Or to any member of the

Government?
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The reference

made in this article to a member of Parlia-
ment was made by me because it was ob-
vious that the account, whicih was not fair
and correct, of a meeting held at which the
vote was recorded in my favour, could only
have come from a member of Parliament,
because only members of Parliament were
present at the meeting. Since the Wecst Aus-
tralian published an account of the meeting,
an inaccurate account, but stilt an account
of what certain gentlemen had said at the
meeting, it was clear to me that that infor-
mation could only have leaked oat from
some member of Parliament. It is incon-
ceivable that there could be any other
source. Whoever gave that informaltion, very
carefully omitted to make any reference to
the vote that was taken. There may be other
points I would like to deal with, but at this
moment they do not occur to my mind.
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H-on. T. Walker: Read that portion of
the article which says that the Government
were very anxious about-

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The article
speaks for itself.

Mr. Taylor: The article is your own.
H-on. J. Scaddan: Is it correct?
Mr. Taylor: Is it in keeping with your

speech ?
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I said I was

sorry for the I Vest Australian because that.
newspaper had been Put in an unfortunate
position through the information as; to the
vote taken at that meeting having been
withheld. I am quite p~repared to justify
every action of mine. I recognise thor-
oughly well that even after motions adverse
to myself had been carried there was no
necessity for me to resign. Howver, I felt
that the position--

lIon. P. Collier: No necessity for you to
resig-n?

Mir. E. B. JOHNSTON: I felt that the
position wvas not dignified, and I preferred
to resign.

Hon. T. Walker: Through you, Mr.
Speaker, I would like to ask the member
for Williams-Narrogin whether he used
those words as alleged in the article9

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Is the hon. mem-
ber in order?

Hon. T. Walker: I want to ask the lion.
member whether hie used those words as
stated in the article, that the Government
had been very anxious for him to take the
Speakership and hold it until the no-confi-
dence motion was safely past?

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Ran-
owna cannot ask that question.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mft. Margaret) [12.44]:
T rise to address myself to this subject with
feelings that I do not usually experience in
addressing the Chamber. T have been in this
House for something like 16 or 1.7 years and
such a spectacle its this has never before
come tinder my notice. I hope it wvill be the
lost time. T listened with great interest to
the statement made by the member for
Wagin when that hon. member brought a
charge against the public Press of this
State, and coupled therewith the name of
the member for Williams-Narrogin. I
thought that member might have been mis-

represented. I pressed the member in ques-
tion to put up his defence and when we
heard it wye could not but come to the con-
clusion that it was lame and weak. He did
not deny that he "'as responsible for what
was contained in the paragraph. His state-
mnt to the House was that it was a con-

dlensed report. The report is too elaborate
for the lion. member's future in ibis State.
This meeting was held at flarkan and it
was held tinder conditions which every ma,,
in) Austratlia would he proud to be associ-
ated withb. The object of it wtvs to unveil
.a roll of honour to our dead heroes wvho
perishied while ighting for the Empire. Can
we imagine that any member of this House,
or anyI man living, would seize an oppor-
tunity of that kind to vindicate his alleged
p~olitical honour or impeach the honour of
another member of this House, or to intro-
due party politics at all?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The bon. member is
misrepresenting me. The remarks I made
on p)olitics, at the request of the audience,
were made some hours after the roll of
honour was unveiled.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know how the
audience took the speaker on that occasion.
.[ know that no lpressure living could ever
Make me err on an occasion of that kind in
the direction in which the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin erred. This was done at the
unveiling of a roll of honour, and to use an
occaision of that kind for party politics, or
even to defend one's own political hionour, no
matter how much it might have been at-
tacked, would be an action unworthy of
anyone. There would have been many other
occasions at which a straightforward man
could seize the opportunity to defend his
character without selecting such an oppor-
I unity as the member for Williams-Narrogin
chose. If those men who are lying cold in
their graves could have heard the statement
of the member for Williams-Narrogin they
would have turned in disgust. Could poli-
tites be dragged by anyone to a lower level?
.fast imagine, the member in question never
defended himself upt to that moment. I do
not know w'lit oecurred at the Government
meeting when he was appointed by the
party to which he did not belong to the

piosit ion of Speaker in this House. He has
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pointed out to us that there was only one
dissentient when the question arose that he
should he nomtinated for the position of
Speaker, and he had no hesitation in saying
that there were 19 members present. What
I want to say is that, whatever may have
happened by reason of the fact that the
Government found themselves in a tight
corner, on account of the no-confidence mo-
tion, nothing whatever justified the member
for Williams-Narrogin in taking advantage
of the place and time he did to vindicate his,
character, and to try and besmirch the hon-
our of another memher of this House. The
member for Wagin made a clean and
straightforward statement, and any person,
without prejudice, who heard it would ac-
cept it as the truth. The hon. member did
not prevaricate in any way. He made a
clean and bald statement of fact. How
was it replied to by the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin? Only in the most offen-
sive fashion. How are we going to get to
the bottom of all this? The House is
placed in a rather difficult position. We
are called upon to-night to give a vote, hut
how are we going to give it? We are going
to give it without knowing the full facts of
the ease unless we accept the statement
mnade by the hon. member for Wagin, sup-
ported by the hon. member for Katanning
(Mr. Thomson) and not in the slightest way
refuted by the memher for Williams-
Narrogin. We may have the pleasure of
hearing Ministers give their version of
what occurred at the party meetinga
when the position of the Speakership was
dangling in the balance, and when
that position meant saving the Government.
No Government, or member of the House,
,were justified at a time like that in taking
up such a position. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon, W. C. Aingwin) said
that if it he true it is political corruption.
If it be true it is tantamount to that, and will
redound neither to the credit of the Govern-
mnent nor of the House. If hon. members
tolerate it, then they are as bad as those who
helpied to perpetrate it. E-ven in the last
dying hours of a perishing Government we
should test the feeling of the House on a
question of this kind. I thoroughly agree
with the member for North-East Fremiantle.
It is never too late for the Opposition, if

they find the Government arc guilty of some-
thing ivhich it is considered they should not
have done, to attack them by means of a
no-confidence motion. I think the evidence
to-night from the member for Wagin (M~r.
S. Stuhbs) supported by that of the member
for iKatanning (Mr. Thomson), and which
has not been refuted by any lion. member,
is justification for supposing that things
were very shady wThcn the appointment to
the highest position in the House was made.
The gift of the Spealcership is the highest
gift withbin the giving of the Parliament of
the country. It is a position which the
occupant should respect, and who should he
respected by Parliament who puts himn
there, while he holds it. No intriguing of
parties shold militate against the chances
of the Speaker being respected in every
way. What do we find? For party pur-

poeeven the highest position in the
House has to-night been impeached as
being used as a form of corruption, to keep
the party in power which did not possess the
confidence of the people and had not the
courage to appeal to them. We now find
that an hon. member of this House--a young
man, single and fit-goes to the place he did
go to to make a statement of a political
nature on the occasion of the unveiling of
a roll of honour. What can I think of the
people who asked him to dlo it? The whole
thing is a standing disgrace. It was a dis-
gra 'ee to ask him to unveil that roll of
honour.

Mr. Underwood: If he was a married man,
or unfit, it would still be a disgrace.

AMr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion, mem-
ber is going outside the motion.

Mr. TAYLOR: I will not go any further
on that point. The hon. member put up no
defence.

Mr. Underwood: If he would make a de-
fence he would he defending Australia in
France to-dlay.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. TAYLOR: Hie has not denied the

accuracy of the statements which we have
heard to-night. He says that the report is
condensed. If so, it is all the better for the
lion. gentleman concerned, I believe the
House will support the member for Wagin,
and I congratulate him in bringing up the
question. I am always ready to suipport a
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man to the last ditch in the defence of his
honour. When an lion, member is im-
peached this is the place in which to defend
himself. When wye are impeached outside
the House, we cannot reach those who im-
peachl us, but if we are impeached wvithin the
House let us defend our honour to the last
drop of blood wye have in our body.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [12.552:
1 regret that there should be occasion to
drawv attention to derelictions on the part
of any member of this House. I thought,
after the scenes which were enacted recent-
ly, that we had passed them forever. Al-
though I did not then feel satisfied that we
had reached the truth, I did feel a sense
of satisfaction that an unpleasant episode
was past and gone. And it might have been
passed and gone had it not been for the con-
duet of the member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. E. B. Johnston), and for his most uin-
called for action upon an occasion which
should have brought forth the highest elo-
quence of the human mind, and have wuaged
any lower or baser passions of human
nature.

Hon. J. Scaddan: It was his topic.
Hon. T1. WALKER: On that occasion he

went out of his way, not to defend his own
honour, not to put himself right on a moral
plane with his constituents, but to deliber-
ately attack, and maliciously wrong, and, if
we are to take the facts he has given us to-
night as true, slander another member of
this Chamber, and to have that contribution
forwarded to the constituency represented
by the member for Wagin (Air. S. Stubbs),
and to the only paper circulating therein
that could do that hon. gentleman any in-
jury, in order to reach ond who might have
been a rival to the Speakership when he
was anxious for it, and to injure him and
others as well, is to me a revelation of char-
acter which is amazing. He has put the
Government on their trial. He has accused
them of doing a most diabolical and dis-
honourable act. He has accused the Gov-
ernment of making use of him for the pur-
pose of tiding over the no-confidence motion.

Mir. Carpenter: That is the more serious

aspect of the business.
Hon. T. WALKER: There is no other

meaning to be given to the words than this.
If the House can sit complacently tinder an

action of that kind, then I say the spirit
has gone out of it. I ask the hon. member
if hie used these words or anything equiva-
lent to them, "that the Government had been
very anxious for him to take it (the Speak-
ership) and bold it until the no-confidence
motion was safely p~assed." I cannot under-
stand the composition of a man who could,
even if this had taken place, as I suppose
it must hav'e, for he says so, bite the
band which had given him his bread of
life as Speaker. The Government bad
offered this position to him to save them-
selves, he says, and yet he is the one to
expose the Government. To use a vulgar
expression, he turned dog on them. If what
he alleges against the Government be true,
one can readily credit the statement made
by the member for Wagin (Mr. S. Stubbs)
when hie says that on that very morning of
the day on which the lion, member was made
Speaker, lie wrote a letter to a member of
the Government disclosing the nature of an
amendment of his to the vote of censure
which was banging over the heads of the
Government, and which he intended to move.

Air. E. B. Johnston: Wholly, and in every
way untrue, I assure the hon. gentleman.

Ron. T. WALKER: It may be untrue,
but I trust the words of the member for
Wagin on this revelation of the character of
the member for Williams-Narrogin, rather
than the denial of the latter bon. member.

Hon. P. Collier: I should think so.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: It is wrong.
Hon. T. WALKER: This statement is

aot denied by the member for Williams-
Narrogin.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I have denied it
every time.

Hon. T. WALKER: But the statement
in the report has not been denied, and I
submit cannot be denied. That statement
accuses the Government of having solicitea
him. The words are ''The Government had
b~een very anxious"' to induce the member
for Williams-Narrogin to take the Speaker-
ship until Ihe no-confidence motion lvqs
safely passed. Has any' accusation more
.serious that that ever been brought
against any Government within the know-
ledge of lion. members? Unless the state-
ments made in that report can be con-
tradicted, unless the Government can show
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a clean slate in this regard, this session
ought not to end to-night, wve ought to
have further investigation. I agree with
the member for North-East Fremnantle that
an inquiry is necessary. Because, if such
things as these are possible and have taken
place, then -Parliamentary government and
honourable government are at an end in
this country and we are the mere toys of
intrigue and dishonourable conduct to
keep certain members in office. I cannot
contemplate a condition of affairs like that
without alarm to the future of the State.
From what the member for Wagin has
said and left unsaid, what he has told its
it would not be wise to disclose, I am con-
vinced that there is more behind this than
we know of. The member for Katanning
has told ns that he respects the secrecy of
the meetings of his party so much that he
will not tell uts what occurred. Bitt he in-
timated that ha could tell us something.

Mr. Thomson: No, I said I was not going
to tell the public what took place at the
party meeting.

lIon. T. WALKER: I quite approve of
the respect shown by the lion. member to
his fellow members. What the hon. mem-
bers has said confirms what has been said
hby the member for Wagin. But what
about the member for Willi ams-Narrogin;
has he that tenderness of conscience, that
respect for his colleagues? He attends a
meeting and afterwards not only tells all
his constituents what occurred, but com-
muncates it to the Press.

Mfr. E. B. Johnston: After every point
save that one had been described in the
Press.

Hfon. T. WALKER: The point is that to
his constituents and to the Press be told
what had taken place in the meeting, how
many votes had been east, how many he
hiad] received and, particularly, how few
had been received by the member for
Wagin.

Hon. J. Seaddan: WVell, a leopard can-
not chan 'ge its spots.

Hon. W. C. Ang-win: A letter had been
written by him in the morning and the
.Speokership was his in the afternoon.

Hon. T. WALKER: 'Watever the rea-
son, he had no scruples about disclosing-
what took place at a meeting of the party.

lie communicated it to his constituents, and
in a condensed and more biting form it is
communicated also to the only newspaper
circulating in the district of the man whom
he considered his rival for the Speakership.
Nothing more mean and contemptible could
be alleged against any mortal than that
line of conduct. The hion. member declares,
that the report of his remarks is con-
densed. How little condensed it is is
shown by the interpolation everywhere of
"-laughter," "loud laughter," "applause,"
"long and continued applause." There is
plenty of room for that. But poison is
always in a little room. It is the quintes-
ene of poison, the very minuteness of it
that gives it facility to do its work. It
is the brevity of that report which is the
chief injury to the member for Wagin. It
is condensed into paragraphs of poison.
And in order to reach the member for
Wagin, the member for Williams-Narrogin
evens turns against the Government -who
gave him his brief period of inglorious
Speakership and aceuses them of being cor-
rupt inasmuch as they had approachied him
to make a tool of him to hold the Chair
only until the 'y were safely over the no-
confidence debate.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) (1.8] : 1, too, in common with the
lion, member who has just resumed his seat,
regret exceedingly that anything has arisen
to reopen the discreditable proceedings of a
few weeks ago. I had thought that peace
was declared between the hon. members con-
cerned and that we would hear nothing fur-
ther about the matter. Now, unfortunately,
this ill-advised speech has been delivered
hy, the member for Williams-Narrogin-at
least I presume it was delivered-at Darkan,
and after perusing the report I can only say
that if it be a correct account of the hon.
member's remarks it is very discreditable in-
deed. The attempt to injure another seems
to me to be unmanly,. to say the least of it.
In the heat of the moment we say many
things, which cause pain and may injure.
But, after one has explained or withdrawn
and apologised, then to return to the attack
is certainly not the right thing, for any hon.
members to do. I am concerned about the
hionour .of this House; and in connection
with this alleged speech I am concerned
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mnore esJpeeiaily about the honour of tire
Government : and I was -sorry to hear cer-
tain lion. members evidencing in their re-
marks to-n ight a wish to discredit the Gov-
ernmflent on accouint of the statements made
by the member for Williams-Narrogin. The
member for Kanowna, has drawn attention
to the opening remarks of the report, and
that is a portion which I am specially con-
cerned in. The remarks ar-

lie (Mlr. E. 7T, Johnston) had not
sought the position (the Speakership) in
any way; but the Government had been
very anxious for him to take it and hiold
it until the no-confidence motion was
safely Ipast.

There is not one jot or tittle of truth in that
statement. The Government were never
concerned about the attitude of the member
for Williamns-Narrogin on the no-confidence
motion. Indeed, on the Thursday evening
before the question of the Speakership
arose, when tire leader of the Opposition
gave notice of the no-confidence motion, I
had the personal assurance of the member
for Willirims-Narrogin that lie stood firmly
arid solidly behind tile Goyqarument.

Ron. J, Scaddan: You did not count much
on that, did you?

The PREMIER: And, of course, the
member for Williams-Narrogis gave that
assurance subsequently at the party meeting.
There is no qnestion about it, no question
at all.

ikr. Taylor: It is easy to see you did not
know how long the assurance would last.

The PREMIER: I do not wish to hide
anything that took place in connection with
this matter, and it is not an abuse of privi-
lege to repeat now what I have already out-
lined in the public Press. At the party
meeting the question naturally arose as to
thle attitude of the Speaker at that time.
I explained that T had the assurance of
the member for Mft. Ma~gnet some time pre-
viously that if he ever thought of resigning,
the Speakership he would give inc ample
notice, in order that f might make the neces-
sary arrangement for filling the position.
In other words, the lion, gentleman assured
nie that he would not take me unawares. I
accepted the assurance, knowing fuli wvell
tliat he would loyally' abide by it. I had not
the slightest compunction about conveying

that information to the mneeting of members
which was held after the adjournment on
the day when the leader of the Opposition
gave notice of his want of confidence motion.
.NatuLral ly, (lie Luecting proceeded io con-
sider what steps would have to be taken
should tlie emergency arise, should the then
Srcnker d~ccide that, in view of the no-con-
fidence motion, hie should resign his position
in order to give his party the extra vote
which otherwvise would not he available. It
was left in the hands of the leader of the
Country party and myself to suggest the
name of some mnember to fll the position of
Speaker should a vacancy occur. The meet-
ing- was adjourned until four o'clock on the
following Tuesday afternoon, in order that
'we might then decide upon our course of
action should the Speaker in the meantime
have decided to resign. Pending this, of
course, step)s were taken to sound members
wvith regard to their feelings in case of a
vacancy; and (lie leader of the Country
party very kindly took upon himself to as-
certain the feelings of hon. members. For
instance, hie mentioned the matter-so he
subsequently told mne--to the member for
Williamis-Narrogin late on that Thursday
evening. He had preiously mentioned
it, I think, to yourself, Mr. Speaker. Later,
on the Tuesday morning, I think the leader
of the Country party paid you a visit, Sir,
and distinctly asked you whether or not you
would accept the position. At that time you
were disinclined. Now with regard to the
so-called letter. There was a note, a few
lines, delivered at my office from the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin.

Hon. J. Seaddan: H e has just denied it.

The PREMIER: I understood him to
deny the letter as outlined by the member
for Wagin.

Hon. J1. Scaddan: No. He absolutely de-
nied it.

Mr. Taylor: He has absolutely deniiedl
writing any note.

The PREMIER: I understood the mem*
her for Will iams-Narrogin to deny having
written a letter stating what the amend-
nient was, or that the amendment -would be
humiliating to the Government, and thus
holding a threat over the head of the Gov-
ernment.
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lion. P. Collier: He denied any communi-
cation whatever. He denied any negotiation
whatever with the Government.

The PREMIER: There was a note left
at my ciies on the Monday; in the after-
noon, I, think. At any rate, I did not get
it until the following morning. Or, rather,
the note was left at the outside office, and
I got it on tile Monday afternoon just
before leaving my office. In the meantime
the member for Mt. Magnet had intimated
to me, between five and half-past five,! that
he intended to resign the Speakership on
the following day. The note, from the mein-
her for Williams-Narrogin, so far as I can
remember, merely contained a very few lines
-1 attached very little importance to it-
informing me that lie was thinking of mov-
ing an amendment to the no-confidence
motion on a matter affecting his electors;
and he did not know whether he would get
a seconder or not.

Ron. P. Collier: He has denied that to-
night.

Mr. Taylor: He has absolutely denied it.

Mr. EI. B3. Johnston: This is very differ-
ent.

The PREMIER: Ta view of the instruc-
tions from the party meeting, immediately
on learning from the then Speaker of his
intention to resign the position, I tried to
get in touch with the leader of the Country
party, who had been deputed, with myself,
to act in a certain direction, as I have
already explained. I could not get hold
of the leader of the Country party, who
was ont of towvn. I also rang up the West
Australian Club to try and get the member
for Willisams-Narrogin, for the purpose of
ascertaining for my own information what
his amendment would be-whether it would
be an amendment detrimental to the Gay
ernment or favourable to the Government.
This was the proper course to pursue. How-
ever, I could get neither gerdtleaan until
the following morning. The member for
Williams-Narrogin I saw at about a quarter
past ten. He called upon me, and I asked
him what was the nature of his amendment,
and what was the meaning of the note. He
pointed out to me that his electors were
affected by the raising of the railway rates,
and he said he proposed to add certain
words expressing disapproval of the rais-

lug of railway rates as it affected his con-
stituents.

Hon. P. Collier: Which all bears out the
statements which be previously denied,
which were made a fortnight ago in this

House.
The PREMIER: I do not know what it

hears out. I wish to be permitted to make
my slatement. I immediately said to the
member for Williams-Narrogin, "There is
only one amendment that you can move,
and even that would he a direct negative,
and I doubt whether you can move it; that
is ain amendment expressing entire confi-
dence in the Government; you had better
reconsider the matter." He certainly left
me with the impression that he would re-
consider it. He said be would. He left
me with the impression that there was no
importance to be attached to the matter, and
that he would not carry out his suggestion.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You assured me that
the matter would be reviewed.

The PREMIER: I bad already stated
in the House that the railway rates were
matters that could be reviewed and read-
justed.

Mr. Taylor: One vote was hanging in the
balance, then.

Trhe PREMIER: That is all that took
place between us. 1 attached no importance
to his suggested amendment, and he left me
uinder the full impression that he was not
going to take any further action in that
direction. No mention of the Speakership
wast made by me to him on that occasion, or
on any other occasion.

Mr. Holman: Mr. Willmott was carrying
on the negotiations.

The PREMIER: There was no need to
bring in a threat of an amendment. Some
days previous]3 ' the leader of the Country
'arty had mentioned the question of the
Speakership to him.

.Nr. Troy: He was clinching it.

The PREMIER: The leader of the Courn-
try party will be able to speak for himself.
Within half an hour of the party meeting,
Mr. Willmott waited upon Mr. Johnston at
my request. [ had told him what occurred
and that I attached no importance to it.
Ministers were in my room and I told them

also that I attached no importance to this,
and Mr. Willmott told me that he had al-
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ready broached thle subject to 21\r. Johnston
on the previous Thursday night. Mr. Will-
maltt then left to see the present Speaker
(Mir. Gardiner) and I believe lie (lid see him.
Mir. Gardiner refused to take the position,
and Mr. WNillmott camne back and reported
that lo me andl to the others of my collea-
gues who were in the room at the time. We
then decided to ask the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin to allow us to submit his
namne at the party meeting. Other members
in the meantime had been sounded by one of
my eolleagues, as to wvlether thesy wvere will-
ing to accept the position. At least two
other members were sounded; but they, for
different reasons, declined to allow their
names to be submitted. We met at 4 o'clock
in the afternoon and the name of Mr. John-
ston was submitted to the meeting. Excep-
lion wvas taken by the member for Katan-
nilig (Mlr. Thomson). and the member for

Wagin (Mr. S. Stubbs). Ultimately just
about the time when the House was to meet
I said that the matter wvould have to be de-
cided as the Speakers resignation was in
the hands of the Clerk. We then took a
vote and it was decided that Mr. Johnston's
name should be submitted.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Were his proposed
amendments discussed at the party meet-
ing'?

The PRE2MIER: No.
Air. Holm an: Who were the tellers when

the vote of 1S to one was taken?
The PREMIER; The member for Wil-

liams-Narrogin said clearly before any vote
was taken, that he wvas supporting the Gov-
ernment right throughl on the no-confidence
motion.

lion. WV. C. Angwin: He was sitting in
his chair in this Chamber for some time be-
fore the House met and Mr. Butcher came
in and took him out.

The PRE MIER: The member for Wit-
liams-Narrogin was at the meeting and he
made his statement.

Mr. S. Stubbs: The meeting did not take
place until .10 minutes past four.

Hon. J. Scaddan: As a matter of fact,
you went upstairs with him arm in arm.

The PREMIER: This is too serious a
matter to joke about. The hion. member
knows full well that I did not do such a

thing. I was sitting in my room waiting for
lion, members to come in. It was then a few
minutes before 4 o'clock and I felt some-
wvhat concerned because they were not roil-
ing up quickly enough.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: The member for
Williams-Narrogin was in this Chamber at
a quarter past four.

Hon. T'. Walker: Anyway, that is not
material.

The P'REMIERt: The hion. member is
mistaken. We did not get a full meeting un-
til 10 minutes past four and the member for
Williams-Narrogin was there all the time wye
were discussing this business and he assur-
ed members there present that he was stand-
ing solidly behind thle Government on the
no-confidence motion.

Mfr. Foley: A~t a quarter p~ast four by this
clock, the member for Williams-Nurrogin
was sitting here, and the member for Boul-
der (Hon. P. Collier) and I were in the
Chamber wvriling when the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Btutcher ) came down and took
him out.

The PREMIE'R: At alny rate, the memn-
ber for Willianis-Narrogin was present at
the meeting and agreed to submit his name.
He heard the whole matter discussed and an-
swered questions which were put to him, andi
hie had given an undertaking to remain be-
hind the Government on the no-confldenc
motion.

Mr. O'Logliden: What were the questions,
put to himl

The PREMWIER: There seems to be a de-
sire to cast blame on the Government in con-
nection with this matter. This is the only
port ion of the statement in the Press alleged
to affect the Government, and I indignantly
deny that the Government ever sought the
lion. member in any way or were at all anx-
ious for him to take the position of Speaker
or to hold it until the no-confidence mo-
tion had been dealt with. I think I have
shown conclusively that such a thought was
far from our minds. The fact that other
members were approached, including the
present Speaker, before a decision was ar-
rived at to nominate AMr. Johnston for the
position, is in itself quite sufficient to prove
that there is not one vestige of truth in the
statement. I am prepared to submit to any
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inquiry, so far as tile Government are con-
cerned, and to stand or fall hy it, but I re-
sent any attempt made by any lion, member
on this side or the other side of the House
to besmirch the honour of the Government
and put a wrong construction upon their
actions.I

Mr. HOLM\AN (Murchison) [1.30] :One
must be pleased to hear the statement made
by the Premier, who declared that there is
not a vestige of truth in what has been said.
The member for Williams-Narrogin stated
that this report was correct, although not a
futll and complete one. He has charged the
Government here in his own words as fol-
Iowvs:-"He (the hon. member) did not seek
the position in any way (that is the position
of Speaker), but the Government bad been
very nxious for him to bold it until the
noi-confidence motion wvas safely past." The
l',e'uj& has denied that statement. When
we come to refer back to tile Weast Austra-
Zhem of the 22nd February, we find that, ow-
ing to the report published by that paper,
they were declared to be guilty of contempt.
After refreshing my memory from a perusal
of the West Australian of that date, 1 am
of opinion that not only should those who
are responsible for this other article he
highly censured and firmly and strongly
d ealt wvith, but that the West Australian
should be declared not guilty of contempt,
because what they say in that report is, on
the hon. member's own showing, absolutely
true.

Hon. J1. Scaddan: We knew it at the time.

Mr. HOLMAN: When we read the re-
port which is now before us, we must admit
that the West Australian was wrongly con-
demned. The Minister for Lands (Hon.
H. 1B. Lefroy) will remember the charges
that were made in an old case which oc-
curred in 1900. The charges then made
were exactly on all fours with those which
have been made to-night. The Government
of that day had been charged by boa. mem-
bers with being corrupt. That charge, so
far as the present Government are con-
cerned, has been denied. At the time I am
speaking of, the then member for Gerald-
ton (MNr. Robson) made this charge against
the Government, "That the Government
were corrupt and rotten to the core." If

the Government did what the member for
Williams-Narrogin said they did, these words
could be repeated in their case. The Gov-
ernment, however, have denied the charge.
Other charges were made at the time by the
then member for Geraldton; and other
charges are made again to-day by the memn-
ber- for Williams-Narrogin. He made this
charge against hon. members, that there
should be no more secret contracts, inferring
that members were carrying on certain busi-
ness which was not above board, thus im-
pugning their honesty and integrity. He
said further that he had been placed in a
position of some difficulty, and bad been
deserted by certain Liberal members whose
words wvere worth nothing, that they had
walked out of the House and refused
to vote, and that Mr. S. Stubbs was
one of these gentlemen. He has made
a direct charge that certain Liberal
members of this Chamber were worth
nothing, impugning the honour and integ-
rity of members on that side of the House.
That is a very serious charge. If an hon.
member, making such a charge, cannot prove
it, he should suffer for having made a false
charge. Then again he says that there have
been certain charges made by tile West Aus-
traliain newspaper which had come from a
very obvious source, that these charges were
untrue, and that the editor had to apologise,
and that they had been deceived by some
member of Parliament. Who is the mem-
ber of Parliament who has deceived the
West Australian? We find that the very
charge made by the West Awstralion is the
charg-e made by the bon. member himself.
There is no difference at all. The charge
made by the West Australian on the 22nd
February is the same as that made by the
hon. member in the speech delivered by him
in the Wagin district. One must feel sorry
to learn that these things have occurred. At
2.5 minutes past four on the Tuesday it was
only decided that the hon. member should
occupy the position of Speaker of the
-Huse. When I desired to find out whether

.any action had been taken by this House
against the 1 est Aus3tralian, a proper
course of action for Mr. Speaker himself to
take. I was named because-I insisted on
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having that question answered. Now mem-
hers are charged with, being dishonourable
and the Government are charged -with cor-
ruption. Are the Government going to
take the proper course of action and hold
an inquiry, as was dune on the previous
occasion I have referred to, or are they go-
ing to suiffer silently the statement made by
the hon. member? There is only one course
to be taken and that is for the Government
to prove that they are in the right. If the
Government are in the right,' the hon, mem-
ber must of necessity be in the wrong.

The Premier: That statement is wrong.
Air. HOLMAN: If that statement, which

the hon. member admitted to be correct--
Mr. E. B. Johnston: I did not admit that

statement to be correct.
Mr. HOLM AN: The hon. member also

denied that he had sent any communication
to the Government, or any member of the
Government, which is proved to be abso-
lutely incorrect, In reply to a direct ques-
tion from me, the hon. member denied that
he had sent any communication to the Gov-
ernment, or any member of it. This is not
the first time that the hon. member has madle
a denial which has subsequently been proved
to have been incorrect.

Hon. J. Seaddan: He denied having said
that he suggested the amendment to anyone.

Mr. HOLMA.N: Absolutely. The Pre-
mier said that the hon. member came to him
and gave him a copy of the amendment
which he intended to move. Other hon.
members also made that statement.

Hon. P. Collier: He made them withdraw
and said it was untrue.

IMr. HOLMAN: From the position which
the hon. member then occupied as Speaker,
he compelled those hon. members to with-
draw. He took advantage of his position
and made them withdrawv and apologise.
This is a matter which should be cleared up
in the interests of the public life of the
State. The member for Wagin has been
charged] with being a man whose word is
worth nothing.

Mr, S. Stubbs: I would drown myself if
that was so.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You ought to be in
a. lunatic asylum.

Mr, HOLMAN: 1 have made strong state-
inrs myself at times, but have never made

any of that nature. I have always fought
for what I considered to be the right side,
buL never impugned the honour or integrity
of any hon, member. The statements which
appeared in the article now under discussion
are just as serious as were the accusations
made i) :y the member for Geratdton in 1900.
You, Sir, will remember as welljos other hon.
muemb~ers what took place at thie time.

The Minister for Works: In connection
with Mr. Robson?

Mir. HOLMAN: Yes; the Minister was a
member of Parliament at the time. Instead
of the matter being passed over then in a
few minutes, the question took days to con-
sider in the House.

Hon. P. Collier: What was done?

M r. HOLMAN: A Committee was ap-
pointed to go into the matter and to bring
dlown a report.

Mr. Wilmnott: This was a charge of -brib-
ery and corruption.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Government of that
day were charged with being rotten and
corrupt. If what has been said about the
Goverament on this occasion he true, then
their actions must be rotten an~d corrupt.

Mr. Williott: There are a lot of "ifs."

Mr. HOLMAN: The hon. member stated
in his speech that this was so. It is sng-
gested that the member for Nelson (Mr.
Willmott) made somewhat light of the mat-
ter. I maintain that everything possible
should be done to have the whole matter in-
vestigated and made fully public. I would
not like to say that there has been some
intriguing on the part of the Government.

Mr. Willmott: That -would be wrong.

Mr. HOLMTAN: I will say, however, that
there has been some coming and going over
the question of the Speakership in -which the
member for Nelson acted as intermediary.

The Mlinister for Works: There most he
someone of that sort.

M~r. HO0L1MIA N: The member for
Williams-Narrogin has stated that he did
not seek the position of Speaker, but that
the Government 'had been very anxious for
him to take it and hold it uintil the no-
contidence motion was safely past. There is
something wrong somewhere, as the Premier
must admit.
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The Premier: There is nothing wrong so
far as we are concerned.

r.HOLMAN: Well, is Iiere anything
wrong in the statement made in the paper?0

The Premier: I have told you so.
Ur. HOLAJ AN: What action is to be

taken? On the previous occasion, after some
days of debate an inqjuiry was held, and
when the delinquent member found that he
could not substantiate his statements, he
apologised and resigned his position. The
lion, member should take the same stand
here. I regret that the necessity for dis-
cussing this queCstion Shunid have arisen,
especially seeing that many members have
been compelled by the es-Speaker to with-
draw and apologise-l myself was wrong-
fully named-for statements which are now
shown to have been correct. I trust the
Government will tell us what action they
propose to take.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [-1.42]: 1 re-
g-ret that the hon. member who has just sat
down should have by innuendo dragged
me into this. Am I responsible for the ut-
terances of other bon. members? The hon.
member has suggested that I was intrigu-

Mfr. Holman- No. I distinctly said that
that was not so, but that you had acted as
an intermediary. If the cap fits, you can
we ar it.

MNr. WILLLMOTT: There is no need for
the heat. I thought this matter over very
carefully when statements were being
bandied to and fro. I went carefully into
it from the moment it was mooted that
the member for Mt. Magnet intended to re-
sign the Speakership. I noted everything
down so that my memory would not have
to be trusted. Here are the notes.

M~r. Taylor: That is a Press report.
11r. WIrjLMOTT: No, it is a statement

made by myself, So far as T was con-
cerned, the member for Williams-Narrogin
did not come into the argument at all until
you, Sir, had definitely refused to take the
position of Speaker., T was deputed to offer
you that position, and I did so, but much
to may regret you decided that you could
not accept it. Where, then, is the intrigue?
Would any hon. member have the temerity
to say that I acted as intermediary to ask

the member for Williams-Narrogin to take
that position? Is it a matter of iutngue?

Hon. P. Collier: No.
Mr. WILLMIOTT: The position was

offered to the present Speaker, but was by
him refused. Where is the intrigue?

Mr. Taylor: The intrigue started after-
wvards.

Mr. WILLMINOTT: The statement I then
made to the Press is absolutely correct in
detail.

Mfr. Taylor,. How did you come to drop
on tine member for Williamus-Narrogin9

Mr. WILLMIOTT: I thought the matter
over.

Mfr. Taylor: I do not think you gave
much thought to it.

1Mr. 1VJLLiMOTT: I gave it very much
thought. The matter was discussed and
it was decided that should it become neces-
sary the member for Perth (Hon. J, D.
Connolly) should. be asked to take the
Speakership. However, owing- to his ex-
perience as Colonial Secretary his services
were very necessary to the Government,
and it was decided that his appointment
should only be made failing any other
satisfactory, arrangement.

Hon. P. Collier: On what day did you
make the offer to the member for Williams-
Narrogin ?

Mr. WTLLMOTT: First of all I dis-
cussed it with him two days before I dis-
cussed *him with the Premier.

Hon. P. Collier: It was after you first
discussed it with him that he sent to the
Premier the letter regarding his amendment.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I interviewed him as
a private individual.

Hon. P. Collier: With some authorityv;
You were deputed by the Government

Mr. WTLLMOTT: No, it was afterwards;
it was on the Tuesday morning that I was
deputed. This was after Mr. Gardiner had
refused to accept the Speakership.

Hon. P, Collier: Then you approached
the member for Williams-N~arrog-in before
you were authorised to do so?

Mr. WILM1OTT:. The question of
Speakership is not to be decided lightly,
and I went through every name onl this
side of the House.

Hon. P. Collier: Before You were aim-
thorised at all!
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Mr. WILLMOTT: Yes. I hold a respon-
sible position here, and it was my duty as
leader of the Country party and a supporter
of the G3overnment to pick out the best man
to fill the position. The present Speaker
is the man 'who I decided was the man to
fill the position.

Hon. P. Collier: Now you are making a
ridiculous statement.

T he Premier: On Thursday afternoon
there was a meeting to suggest a name for
the following Tuesday.

Hon. P. Collier: The hion. member just
stated that it was on Tuesday he was
authorised.

The Premier: No.

Mkr. WILLMOTT: I was authorised by
the party on Thursday to confer with the
Premier, and to submit a name to the party.

The Premier: In case of a vacancy.

Mr. WTLLMOTT: On Tuesday it was a
different thing. It was the Ministers then.

Mr. Taylor: The Ministers had then re-
ceived the note of the member for Williams-
Narrogin.

.Mr. WILLMOTT: There is no use in
trying to put me in a hole, because every-
thing is open and aboveboard, and there is
no bole to put me in.

Hon. P. Collier: You are putting your-
self in a hole.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Can anything dishon-
ourable be imputed either to the Government
or to myself in respect of any action taken
in this matter? Everything is open to the
light of day. A statement giving all
the facts has been published in the West
Australian. Was the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin rushed to flill the position?
You, Mr. Speaker, know that hie was not
rushed. You know it from the fact that
on the Tuesday morning T was deputed to
offer the position to You. That fact p~ulls
the sting out of the wasp altogether. I
eounot he held responsible for expressions
uscd or statements made by any other
mnember of the House. I was anxious to see
the best man in the position. There is the
best nian now in the position, showing that
my judgment was good.
. Hon. P. Collier: And the next best man
was who?

Mr. WILLMOTT: I thought the next
best man was a certain lion, member on
this side of the House.

lion. P. Collier: And the next best man
after that?

Mr. WILLMOTT: In my opinion there
were four hon. members who could fill the
position.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a reflection on
all the others.

Mr, \VILLI 1 OTT: Not at all. If that
were so, S would be reflecting on myself.
Had tlhe position been offered to me, I
would have refused it, simply because of
want of Parliamentary experience. The
same consideration debars many members
on this side of the Housc. Others, again,
were, in my opinion, too fully occupied to
accept the position; business men who could
not possibly give the necessary time to the
position. Those were the reasons given
then, and they are the reasons given now.
Very well. I went through the list. I de-
cided that Mr, E. B. Johnston was a fit
and proper person then-

Hon. 5. Scaddan: Then?
Mr. WILLMOTT: To be offered the

Speakership.
Hon. J. Scaddan: Then?
Mr. WILLMOTT: Yes; after the others.

Comparisons are odious; but, after all,
everything in this world is comparative..

Hon. J. Scadd an: I was merely emnphas-
sising the word "then."

Mr. WILLMOTT: What is the position
now ? I contend that, whether the member
for Williams-Narrogin was right or wrong
in speaking as he is alleged to have spoken
at Darkan, the question is purely and simply
one between himself and the member for
Wugin.

Mr. Taylor: No. The honour of this
I-ouse is in question.

M. 'WILLM OTT: The honour of this
House is not touched by anything published
in that newspaper.

Mr. Taylor: You -cannot convince the
House of that.

Mr. WILLMOTT: If I stayed here all
night. I am sure I would not convince the
member for Mt. Margaret.

Hon. J. Scaddan: The statements for
publishing which the West Australian was
adjudged guilty of contempt, and which it
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bad to withdraw, and for which it had to
ap~ologise, are practically repeated in that
report, which the member for Williams-Nar-
rogin says is correct, but incomplete.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Nothing of the kind.
Mr WfLjLfOTl: 1 have not heard such

a statement made to-night. With regard to
reports of speeches in the daily Press, when
reading reports of my remarks the next
morning I have had to look two or three
times to see if my name was really prefixed
to the remarks attributed to me.

Hon. J. Scaddan: "The West will not re-
port Willmott."

'Mr. WILLM OTT: I would rather the
newspapers did not report me than that
they should report me as they do sometimes,
omilting the points I have tried to make,
and putting into my mouth words which I
never uttered.

Hon. P. Collier: I think you are very
foolish to speak in defence of a member
who will not defend himself.

Mr. WILLMNOTT: Any action the Gov-
ernment took or that I took in the matter
o)f appointing a Speaker is open to the light
of day. There is nothing to be hidden. The
statement I published on the 23rd February
contains the whole truth and nothing but
tho truth.

Hon. P. Collier: Nobody is making any
charge against you. What are you labour-
ing9 '

Mr. WILLMTOTT: MY statement makes
everything so plain that the statement in
this country newspaper does not interest
-me at all.

Ron. P. Collier: What are you excusing
so much about?

Mr. WTILMOTT: I am not excusing or.
accusing. I will stand by every word of my
own statement. As regards anything done
by myself or by members on this side in the
matter, I have a bed of roses to fall on.

Hon. J. Seadd an: I think you will fall
into a septic tank.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The members for Wil-
liams-Narrogin and Wagin can both fall
in the soup, and discuss this thing until the
end of time. It does not concern me.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brownhill-Ivanhoe)
[1.59]: 1 think members of this House and
the public generally will greatly appreciate

the very full statement made to-nighit by
the Premier as to certain happenings.

Oppostion members: Hear, hear!
H~on. J. SCADDA.N: That statement has

undoubtedly cleared the air very consider-
al.But it has done something else. It

has shown up the member for Williams-
Nar-rogin in his true colours at last. 'More
than once, during the discussion of this very
subject, various hon. members made state-
mnents which the thea Speaker, in the per-
son of the member for 1%Williazas-INarrogin.,
immediately denied, and, enforcing his right
as Slealccr, obliged those hon. members to
withdraw and apologise for. After the
complete statement made by the Premier,
it is plain that the assertions which had to
be withdrawn and apologised for were ab-
solutely and entirely correct. Here we have
further evidence of the tactics adopted by
Jume people for the purpose of coveringa up
their own misbehaviour. The whole position
was thrashed out on a previous occasion
and the House, while not quite satisfied,
-was prcbpared for the better conduct of
the business of the Chamber and in the in-
terests of the State to allow the matter to
end there. But the member for Williams-
Narr ogin evidently was not so much con-
cerned abont the behaviour of this House
nor the proper conduct of the business of the
State; he -was more concerned about what
f may term venting his spleen upon hon.
,nernhcrs wvho had not seen eye to eye wvith
him when he was elected as Speaker, by
going- to Darkan, in the vicinity of the ee-
rorate of one hon. gentleman who had not
con caned in the election of Speaker, and
there made statements which were not
founded on fact and also made it appear
to the public that the member for Wagin
had been guilty of some dislionourable con-
duct. It was all very well for the member
for Williams-Narrogin to assert that he was
not responsible for the statement as it ap-
peared, and that there were certain quali-
fications which he said had not been pub-
lished, but I venture to declare that notwith-
standing what may he said to the contrary,
that speech was deliberately reprinted in the
Wagin newspaper with a specific object in
view, and that object was to politically and
privately undermine the integrity of the
member for Wagin in his district. That is
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a course of conduct which is unforgivable.
When a mnember of Parliament cannot pur-
sue his duties as a representative of the
people on the basis of discussiiig public
questions, withlimt attempting to undermine
not only the political, but private stand-
ing of an lion. member by indulging in
uintruths, and making half statements and
misstatements, hoe is guilty of conduct that
is nlot acceptable to members of this
House and to the public. IIn fact
the position becomes entirely danger-
ous. What position do0 we find the
Premier placed in? 'Be found himself
comlpelled to appoint a Speaker and he had
to negotiate with members on his side of the
House. The negotiations took place at a
piart y meeting and surely it can be expected
that,1 one who takes part in the discussions,
even though lie might nrot be in accord with
the decisions arrived at, would have enough
honour and integrity, and] would be manly
enough, even if happenings arose after-
wards which reflected against him, to put his
feelings in his pocket and decline, at the risk
of being mnisuinderstood, to go back on his
colleaguies. I would prefer to crack stones
on the road rather than go hack on a col-
leagueC, irrespective of what had happened.
If we cannot have ain understanding between
mnembers and the party without feeling that
one of the number when be is piqued] over
somjething- or otlher is going to have the
whole thingo blabbed about, and the hionouir
and integrity of members undermined, what
sort of a position are we in? Tt is abso-
lutely dangerous for anyone to he connected
with public life uinder such conditions.
If there is one thing that a member ought
to pride himself onl . when taken into anyone
else's confidence, it is that he is able to kel
that confidence even to the extent of being
martyred by so doing. A member goes t o at
party meeting to discuss the course of ac-
tion that it is intended to take, and having
accepted a trust, he is in honour bound to
retain the confidence reposed in him at any
cost- even at the cost of being misunder-
stood. I could say of the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin that which would damn hinl,
for ever, not only as a member of Parlia-
went. hat also in the eyes of the public.
But a leopard cannot chiange its spots. and
the hon. member has lived on such method,-

ever since he has come uinder the public limte-
liight. I have warned him that I can give
any number of particulars concerning his.
deeds if lie wants them. I can go back some
time and I can produce in his own hand-
writing an indictment of his against the pre-
sent Minister for Industries in connection.
with the Narra. Terra estate.

Mir. E. B. Johnston: You got wec the file
to look through.

Hon. J. SCAnDAN: I did nothing of thle
kind. 1 never saw that file in my life.

Air. E. Bi. Johnston: It was in your office.
li1on. J. SCADDANK: And the inform a-

tion I gave to (lie House came from the
mnember for Willhiamns-Narrogin.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The leader of the
Opposition is going just a little outside the
scople of thle mnotionl.

Hon. J1. SCADDANL\: I am trying to
show the danger of being surrounded by a
manl of the class of the member for Wil-
linins-Narrogin. Tie Premier has had to
suffer him, and while hie remains in the House
the P1reuiier will have to continue to suffer
him in exactly the same manner. I have no
hesitation in saying that if the Premier were
to give lp thre leadership of the Government
to-morrow andl a new Government came into
power, and Mdr. E, B. Johnston remained a
member of the House he would indulge in
the same practices for the purpose of uinder-
mining whoever might be in power. As a
mnatter of fact hie has lived on that sort of
thing; it is a form of insanity peculiar to
the member for Williams-Narrogin.

Mr. SPEA-KER: Order! The hion. mewi-
ber must withdraw the word "insanity."

I-on. J. SCADDAN:- I dlid not mean to
convey the hon. member was insane, but I
will withdraw the word "insanity." After
all, Mr. Speaker, we all have a bit of a kink,
and the kink of time member for Williams-
Narrogin is in the direction I have outlined.
I amn saying all this for the purpose of caus-
ing the member for Willi ams-Narrogin to,
look back on his actions. He knows theta
as well as I know them, and lie should ask
himself whether it is desirable to pursue a
course of action of this kind. If you can-
not give a man your hand and ask him to
keep your confidence , of what use is he to
anybodyq 9l A v symnpathy goes out to the
Premier in this matter. There may have
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been intriguing, hut I know that the mem-
her who is responsible for what is occurring
to-night was taken into the confidence of
all hon. members on the Ministerial side of
the House at their meeting, and he should
have been the last man in the woiid to be-
tray that confidence.

Mr. B. B. Johnston: It was all published.
Hon. J. SCADDAN: It was not all pub-

lished. The member for Willi ams-Narrogin,
wanted to complete it. I have been told that
the member in question was prepared, if the
Land Bill was not disposed of this session,
to use his vTote for the purpose 6f putting
the Government out.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You. have been told
what is wrong.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Do not make any
error about it; xve know that it is right.
That is his kink; that is his method of
doing things,; all the time he is adopting
that sort of attitude. He is a danger and he
has no right to be a member of this House.
We are here to conduct the public business
of the State and if we cannot confer one
with the other without being betrayed then
the position becomes impossible. The Gov-
ernment remain in charge of the affairs of
State largely because the people trust them.
When they can no longer be trusted, they
have no further right to be in power. While
they are in power the necessity arises for
the party to hold meetings and if something
happens to displease the one member who
,claims to be an independent, and that mem-
her tells the world at large -what has trans-
pired, such a man has no right to be pre-
-sent at a party meeting. In this ease he
was permitted to attend because he
gave his word that he would support
the Government through thick and thin.
Even since this has arisen he makes a
speech of that kind, and I hear from a re-
liable source that he was prepared, if be got
the Land Bill throughb, to help to put the
Government out, in order to get even with
the head of the Government, xvbo, he
thought, had not kept faith with him in
keeping him in the Speaker's Chair.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Th~at is entirely your
imagination.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I know all about
that. I know the hon. member too well. I
'know of those who have left the State be-

cause of the same sort of business on the
part of the hon. member. Probably it
would be better if the thing were made pub-
lic, as some day it may be. I am not con-
cerned as to whether the Government made
a stand in the matter or not. 1 do not care
whether the lion. member sits on this side of
the House or the other side of the House, I
would never rely upon his assurance. That
hie is not to be trusted in public life is
shown by the statements he has made. He
tells the public that he holds the balance of
power in this Chamber. Some time ago I
heard a sermon delivered from a pulpit in
Perth on the very same sort of thing. In
the course of his remarks the speaker made
reference to a statement made by Mr. Cam-
eron. a member of the House of Represen-
tatives, who said "1 hold the destiny of
Australia in the palm of my hand." Now we
have the member for Williams-Narrogin
saying the same sort of thing. Why, Mr.
Cameron takes the position of the Czar in
comparison with that of the hion. member.
If Parliament is to be carried on by the
member for Williams-Narrogin holding the
balance of power, God help both parties and
the State as well. Knowing the member for
Williams-Narrogin as well as I do, I would
never, if I could help it, allow him to hold
the balance of power, because he would
wreck any G overnment and the State, as b
has attempted to wreck the honour and in-
tregrity of the member for Wagin (Mr. S.
Stubbs).

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth) [2.12]: I re-
gret that this unfortunate incident has been
revived to-night. As a member of the Cham-
ber who has known the member for Wagin
(Mr. S. Stubbs) for a great number of
years, I feel I must express some words
showing the respect in which I hold him.
He is a personal friend of mine and I had
the honour of sitting under him for two
years, when, at the time be was in business
in Perth, he was elected by the ratepayers
of the City to the high and honourable posi-
tion of mayor, which, in my opinion, is a
much higher position than that of Premier
of the State. I am pleased to bear my testi-
mony to the hon. member regarding his con-
duct during the time he held the position
of mayor. I never sat under a more honour-
able man than the hon. member. I am pre-
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pared to believe his statement, so far as he
can gauge the position to-night. The posi-
tion is rather a difficult one, but I believe
he has conscientiously stated what he felt
to he true and correct. I feel that his hon-
our has been somewhat impunged to-night.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: His statcment§ have.
been supported by the Premier.

Mr. ALLEN: The member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston) stated that
these remarks in the newspaper were con-
densed. Probably, if they had been more
elaborated, they would not have been too
favourable to him. Knowing the member for
Wagin as I do, and knowing that he has
held a high and important position, I am
prepared to accept every word he says as
being absolutely true so far as his memory
serves. I am not going to say anything
about the party meeting. The member for
Williams-Narrogin said that he had 18
votes, and the member for Wagin had one
vote. I did not vote on that occasion be-
cause I was not present. Had 1 been pre-
sent my vote would have been given to the
member for Wagin, whom I know to be an
honourable man and one who has enjoyed
the confidence of most of the ratepayers of
Perth. It would have been very much better
if the incident had been left alone. I re-
gret, too, that the occasion for the unveiling
of n roll of honour -was taken advantage of
to revive the incident.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It was a different
part of the proceedings.

Mt. ALLEN: I take -it, it was in the
programnme.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It was some time
later in the evening.

Mr. ALLEN: It would have been very
much better if the hon. member had re-
served until some other occasion any re-
marks he had to make in this connection.
I am prepared to accept the statement of
the member for Wagin, and to add my testi-
mony to that of others as to his being a
gentleman and a man of honour and in-
tegrity, and who, though hie has not been
a very conspicuous figure in the politics of
Western Australia, has merited the confi-
dence of the ratepayers of Perth.

Mir. GREEN (K~algoorlie) [2.17]: I re-
gret the necessity for bringing up this old
grievance.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You are as pleased
as Punch.

Mir. GREEN: I would not have spoken
at all but for the fact that the member for
WVilliams-Narrogin stated that a member

of this Chamber had been approached by
him and told that it was his desire to move
an amendment on the no-confidence motion
which was to be moved by the leader of the
Opposition. It is well within the memory
of members of the Chamber that, when I
tried to state that fact, the hon. member who
at the time occupied the position of Speaker
of the House was the hon. member con-
cerned, namely, the member for Williams-
Narrogin, and the power which he was then
able to exercise compelled me to withdraW
the statement I. then made, which was abso-
lutely true.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It was untrue.

AMr. GREEN: The hon. member denies
that on the 21st February he approached
me, but he afterwards made a statement in
the Doily News that he had approached me
in a jocular vein. He has thus made two
distinct statements, but my statement has
been absolutely corroborated by the Premier
himself. One by one the tissue of fabrica-
tions which have come from a certain quar-
ter have in their turn fallen to the ground.
Personally, I have no dislike for the bon.
member.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You have every rea-
son to thank me.

Mr. GREEN: I only regret that his con-
duct has been such that, as a decent man
myself, I could not have sat in this Chamber
so long as he continued to occupy the posi-
tion of Speaker. We find that, on the Sat-
urday, he asked me to come into the corridor.
That was on the 10th February. The
hon. member in denying that said the
date was the 17th February. He was
very anxious to know when the then
Speaker was going to resign. I went so
far as to tell him, as we were fairly
friendly, that the Speaker would not,
I thought, from what I knew, resign.
He then said, "I have an amendment on the
Labour Party's want of confidence motion,
which affects my district. You fellows will
have to vote for it to be cositn. I
said, "Do not make any mistake; there are
on our side certain members who would go
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to the other side or absent themselves from
the Chamber if you brought forward an
amendment to the motion." He then said
that hie wanted to see another mlember of
the Chamber, to ask him to second his
amendment. I said that other hon. member
Nvas not present. Thereupon the member
for Williams-Narrogin went away, but be-
fore leav iag he asked me to tell the other
hliember that he wanted to see him.
This I promised to do. As a matter of fact
I did not see that other lion. member. I
was writing in the chief messenger's room
when the member for Williams-Narrogin
came hack again and, calling me out, asked
me if I would second his amendment pro
form a. "You need not speak to it," lie said,
"It will be only necessary to second it." I
said. "Before I could do a thing of that kind
I would have to consult the party." He said
1 could consult thme party. It will thus be
seen that the conversation between the hon.
member and myself was not of a private
character. I had the permission of the hon.
member to consult my party before I took
action. Does the hon. member deny that?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Absolutely.

Mr. GREEN: Years ago I saw in the
Bulletin a statement something like this:-
One man said to another "Do you call me
a liar"? The other man replied "No, I
merely say that when I hear you speak I
can hardly bring myself to believe that
Ananias and Sapphira died without issue, or
that Tom Pepper was a single man." It is
unnecessary for me to elaborate the argui-
mnent with the hon. member across the Cham-
ber. He has been convicted out of his own
mouth, and is proved to be utterly untrust-
worthy. However, I did not get up to prove
that, because it is self-evident. My object
in rising was to rehabilitate myself in res-
pect of the statement which I -was pre-
viously made to withdraw. I think I am
,imply justified in vindicating my honour,
and I trust the Chamber -will carry the nio-
tion.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [2.25]: I amn
in a quandary. It is to me surprising that
the Government have not given any idea
of whbat action they intend to take.

Hon. W. C. Ang-win: They cannot until
" e carry the motion.

Mr. MIUNSIE: Still the Premier should
have given us some intimation of what he
would be prepared to do in the event of the
motion heing carried. We require further
evidence than we have. The member for
Wagin said he could prove that the member
for WilliarnS-Narrogin had sent to the Gov-
ernment a letter threatening that if he did
not get the Speahership he would play up.

H-on. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) :No, nothing of the kind.

Mr. MUNSIE: I understood him to say
that a letter had been sent. I am sorry
if I have misinterpreted the member for
Wagin, for I have no intention of discredit-
ing his statement in any way. I am quite
prepared to accept it, believing it to be true.
However, mention was made of the sending
of a letter. The member for Williams-Nar-
rogin, in giving his version, point blank
denied that he had ever written a letter
to the Government or any member of it-
Then the I 'remier said that he had received
a note from the member for Williams-Mar-
rogin to the effect that he intended to move
-in amendment to the no-confidence motion.
The least that can be said of the whole bus-
iness is that it is fishy and requires clearing
up.

Mr. Carpenter: Has not the Premier's
statement cleared it up?

Mr. MUNSIE: No, I think not. It he-
hoves the Government to let us know
whether they are prepared to hold an en-
qui1ry.

Mr. Thomson: Into what took place at
[he party meeting!

Mr. MUNSIE: No. The member for
!Wag-in has read a newspaper article, and
on top of that made certain statements. The
member for Williams-Narrogin, who is in-
cluded in the motion, and against whom the
member for Wagin's statements were
made, has denied the truth of the
statements made by the member for
Wagin. Who is telling the truth?
An inquiry should be held to find out who
is speaking the truth, to sift the whole
business. It appealed to me when I heard
the Premier give so full and complete
a statement of what actually took place.
The statenients made by the two gentlemen
largely coircide with one another. Assum-
ing that the House carries the motion of
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the member for Wagin, taen the procedure
will be for the Government to announce
what action they purpose taking; and it is
probable they will announce nothing, but
simply let the matter drop.

Hon. W. C. Angivin: They may do the
same as the Federal Government did-let
the clectors settle it.

Mr. MUNSTE: For the sake of clean
politics in Western Australia, I hope the
Government will not come out of it as the
Federal Government did. That is why I
want an indication from some member of
the Government. I wvant to know whether
they will pursue the matter further if the
motion is carried. Once the vote has bccn
taken, they can simply let the matter drop,
and that will he the end of it. Let me warn
the Government that if they adopt that
course, I shall not speak on one public
platform in Western Australia, from the
time the House goes into recess until it re-
assembles, without stirring up this matter.
In the interests of clean polities, in the in-
terests of the honour and integrity of the
Government, the matter must be cleared
uip. It must be cleared up in order that
the country may know what sort of inem-
hers are in this House. If the statements in
the article are true, some hion. mnembers as-
suredly should not sit here. On the other
hand, if the member for Wagin proves con-
clusively that the statements which the
member for Williants-Narrogin has never
disavowed or disclaimed are incorrect, then
the member for Will iams-Narrogin should
not be here. That is the stand I take. I
believe the motion will be carried almost
unanimously, and I want an assurance that
the Government will not let the matter
drop.

Mr. S. STUBBS (Wagin-in repl 'y)
[2.33]: I think T1 have cleared my honour
and that of my family, which had been at-
tacked. I think the House will declare
that a great wrong has been done, not only
to a member of the House, but to the House
itself. I thank the Premier for the manly
way in which he has explained the position
to-nighit. To my mind he has come out
clear, especially in view of the denial of
the member for Williams-Narrogin that he
had seen the Premier or communicated with

him on the day the hon. member was
elected Speaker. 'In my opinion, it is right
that the House should take cognisance of
the matter. I could not allow the state-
inicts which were published to go unchial-
longed. Had I done so, I would not have
beeni worthy to hold a seat in this Chamber.
I commend my motion to hon. members.

Question put and passed.
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-

Sussex) [2.34] : The House having carried
the previous motion, and the member for
Williaius-Narrogin, Mr. E. B. Johnston,
having beeb adjudged guilty of contempt,
some further action is necessitated. The
editor and lpublisher of the newspaper were
included in the motion; but, since the hion.
member, as I understood, when speaking
admitted that the article, although con-
densed, is substantially correct, and that he
gave it to the paper, the onus of the article
should fairly rest on his shoulders. I wvould
not like to suggest that we should proceed,
under our Standing Orders, to instruct the
Attorney General to prosecute in the Su-
preme Court.

Hon. J. Seaddan: Oh, no.
The PREiM[IR: But I do think this

I-louse should leave some record of its strong
disapproval of the hon. member's action in
gi1ving thiis conliibution to the newspaper.
Thus the ]uemiber for Wagin (Mr. S.
Stubbs) would he cleared of any slur that
might attach to him through that publication
having been made. Therefore, in order that
the House may not have to take further ac-
tion at a later date, I propose, if hon. mem-
bers arc agreeable, to submit a motion which
would convey the sense of the House. I do
so with extreme regret, but the duty devolves
upon me, as leader of the House, to take
some action in the circumstances. I there-
fore propose for the acceptance of the
House the following motion -

That the hon. member for Williams-
Narro gin, M1r. E. B. Johnston, having
been adjudged guilty of contempt, this
House deems him to be deserving of its
severest censure.

I think that is only what the House ought
to do.

Hon. J. Scaddan: That is treating him
under the First Offenders Act.
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The PREMIER: The carrying of that
notion will leave a record which will for all
ime clear the member for Wagin of any
mnputatiou upon his integrity or his char-
ecter. It is with extreme regret I have
acoved the motion.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [2.38]: 1
m indeed pleased that the Premier, as
Bader of the House, has thought fit to move
his motion. I do not think either the House
*r the member for Wagin is at all vindic-
ive. The member for Wagin has, however,
siore than cleared his character. The mo-
ion moved by the Premier should be ac-
eptable to every member, including the
aember for Williams-Narrogin. Had not the
Premier movedl this motion, the conse-
ucaces to the member for Wifliams-Narro-
'in would have been heavy pains and pen-
lties. The motion, after all, represents the
aost generous way in which the House can
cal. with the situation. I support the mo-
ion.

Question put and passed.

BILL-LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Message received from the Council noti-

ying that it did not press amendment No.
and agreed to the Assembly's modification,

a amendment No. 4.

ADJOURNMENT-CLOSE OF
SESSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
lussex) [2.40] : The business of the session
Snow concluded and it is my intention to

aove that the House at its rising adjourn
) Wednesday, the 4th April. This will be
ollowiug the precedent established by my
rodecessor in office, and in the interval
Parliament will he prorogued by proclama-
ion. I am sure hon. members will feel that
hey have earned some rest after a strean-
us and lengthy session.

Hion. J. Scaddan: Will wve get it?
Thle PREMIER: I am afraid not. You,

fr. 'Speaker, although only a brief period
a the Chair, will no doubt appreciate
lie short period of rest which is to follow
he close of this session, and I wish to con-
ey to you my thanks for the way in which
on have filled your position since you were
ppointed. On behalf of members ou this

side of the House I desire to thank the offi-
cers of the House and the memhers of the
Hiansard staff who have shown so much
attention to our requirements. At times
some little heat and temper may have been
displayed in connection with the debates,
hut this was due to the long hours of sitting
and the heavy work and the strain which
followed. If I have shown my temper uns,
duly I regret it. I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn to
Wednesday, 4th April.
Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivan-

hoe) [2.43] : May I be permitted to echo
the sentiments expressed by the leader of
the House and to add my thanks to you,
Mr. Speaker, and the officers of the House
for the assistance rendered to members
(luring a very trying session. This has been
one of the longest sessions on record. It
has had a break or two, and there have been
at times little holes and a few hills. We
have earned a rest, but just whether we will
get it is another matter. Whatever may
happen *1 sincerely hope when we re-as-
semble, whether it be in the near future or
not, Peace will have been declared, and
that notwithstanding the fact that we may
suffer somewhat by its declaration, we will
suiffer readily rather than continue experi-
encing the difficulties we have been contend-
ing against during the state of war. I trust
also that when we re-assemble party war-
fare will have ended.

Mr. SPEAKER [2.48]: Mr. Premier,
and the leader of the Opposition: I thank
you for the kindly remarks that have fallen
from your lips with regard to myself. I
have not been in the Chair very long,
hut I appreciate the fact that amongst
members oif the House on both sides there
has been a sort of conspiracy of kindness
and courtesy towards myself. I would also
like to thank the officers of the House for
their courtesy towards me, and on their be-
half would like to thank you both for your
kindly expressions towards them. I, too,
hope. that when we next assemble there will
be that in view which will make us hopeful
that the war will soon be over.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.50 am.t (Thursday).
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Parliament was prorogued by Proclamation issued in a Government Gazette,
published on Friday, 30th March, 1917, to the 31st May, 1917.

The following notice appeared in the
Government Gazette of 30th March, 1917:-

Acts of the Parliament of Western
Australia, passed during the Third Ses-
sion of the Ninth Parliament.

An Act to apply out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund the sum of Six Hundred
and Forty-eight Thousand Pounds, and
from moneys to Credit of the General
Loan Fund, Three Hundred and Fifty
Thousand Pounds, to the Service of the
Year ending 30th June, 1917; and to
apply out of the Public Account the sum
of Three Hundred Thousand Pounds for
the purposes of temporary advances to
be made by the Colonial Treasurer.
(17th August, 1916.)

An Act to apply out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund the sum of Six
Hundred and Forty-eight Thousand
Pounds to the Service of the Year ending
30th June, 1917. (16th October, 1916.)

An Act to amend and continue the
operations of the Postponement of Debts
Act, 1914. (31st October, 1916.)

An Act to further amend the Acts re-
lating to the Property of the Roman
Catholic Church (17th November, 1916.)

An Act to further amend the Adoption
of Children Act, 1896. (17th November,
1916.)

An Act to declare the purposes to
which the Funds raised by the Move-
mnent known as ''The Western Austra-
lian Day for the Sick and Wounded"
may be lawfully applied. (17th Novem-
ber. 1916.)

An Act to auithorise the granting of
Mineral Leases on Reserve A A /7537
17th November, 1916.)

Anl Act to facilitate the Execution of
Instruments and Powers of Attorney
during- the present War. (17th Novem-
ber, 1916.)

An Act to amend the Zoological Gar.
dens Act, 1898. (17th November, 1916.J

An Act to further amend the Treasurj
Bills Act, 1893. (5th December, 1916.)

An Act to validate certain Rates leviea
by the Nelson Road Board. (5th De
cember, 1916.)

An Act to further amend the Staml

Act, 1882. (5th December, 1916.)

An Act to continue the operation ol
the Roads Act, 1911, and its amend
ments. (5th December, 1916.)

An Act to confirm the purchase of tbi
Flinders Bay-Margaret River Railway,
and to vest the said Railway in Hi
Majesty. (5th December, 1916.)

An Act relating to the Taxation by thu
Parliament of the Commonwealth Aol
Australia of Salaries, Reimbursements
and other Moneys paid by the State oJ
Western Australia. (5th Deeemher
1916.)

An Act to authorise the raisinga of
sum of One million five hundred n
thirty-seven pounds by Loan for the con
struction of certain Public Works an(
for other purposes and the Re-appropria
tion of certain Loan moneys. (16th Dec
ember, 1916.

An Act to enable a Special Lease t(

be granted under the Land Act. 1898, o
Lake Clifton and Reserve Ah 998 in th,
South-West Division of the State
and to anthorise the construction of a
Railway from Waroona to said Peservi

A 998. (501 December, 1916.)
An Act to confer certain Powers oa

the Government of Western Australia ii
regard to the Marketing of the Whea
Harvest of the Season 1915-1916, am(
the next following Season, and for othe
relative purposes. (5th December, 1916.

Ani Act to appropriate and apply ou
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund an'
from Moneys to Credit of the Tins
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Fund and the General Loan Fund and
the Public Account certain sums to make
good the supplies granted for the Ser-
vice of the Year ending the thirtieth day
of June, One thousand nine hundred and
seventeen, and to supplement grants
made by the Present Parliament during
its last Session in adjustment of the
VTote "Advance to Treasurer, 1915-16,"
for charges during the Year ended the
30th day of June, 1916. (16th Decem-
ber, 1916.)

An Act to amend the Licensing Act,
1911. (2nd December, 1916.)

An Act to amend the Law relating to
the Sale of Fermented and Spirituous
Liquors, and to prohibit the Sale of
Tobacco to young persons. (2nd March,
11917.)

An Act to regulate the Manufacture
and Sale of Footwear; and for purposes
consequent thereon or incidental there-
to. (23rd March, 1917).

An Act to further amend the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase Act, 1900.
(23rd March. 1917.)

An Act to preserve the Franchise to
Electors on Service with His Majesty's
Forces. (23rd March, 1917.)

An Act to impose a Land Tax and an
Income Tax. (23rd March, 1917.)

An Act to amend the Friendly So-
cieties Act, 1894, and its amendments.
(23rd March, 1917.)

Au Act to amend the Early Closing
Act, 1902, and its amendments. (23rd
March, 1917.)

An Act to empower the Government
to establish and delimit,' by Proclama-
tion, Ports and Harbours for the pur-
poses of Ordinances 18 Victorir, No. 15,
and 37 Victoria, No. 14, and for other re-
lative purposes. (23rd March, 1917.)

An Act to facilitate the Treatment of
Mental Disorder of recent origin arising
from Wounds, Shock, and other causes.
(28th March, 1917.)

An Act to enable a Special Lease to
he granted under the Land Act, 1898,

of a portion of the Stirling Estate; to
authorise the construction of a Railway
from the demised land to Capel on the
South-Western Railway, and to enable
a License to be issued to the Lessee to
dredge for Shell in the estuary of the
Swan River. (28th March, 1917.)

An Act for the Restriction of Horse
Racing and Trotting. (28th March, 1917.)

An Act to regulate the establishment,
carrying on, and management of Trad-
ing Concerns by the Government of the
State, and to authorise the continuance
or disposal of certain Trading Concerns,
and for other relative purposes. (28th
March, 1917.)

An Act to consolidate and amend the
Law relating to the Protection of Life
and Property from Fire. (28th March,
1917.)

An Act to amend the Land and Income
Tax Assessment Act, 1907. (28th March,
1917.)

An Act to further amend the Agricul-
tural Bank Act. (28th March, 1917.)

An Act to further amend the Indus-
tries Assistance Act, 1915. (28th March,
1917.)

An Act to authorise the issue of Treas-
ury Bonds or Inscribed Stock to provide
for the Deficiency of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund up to the thirtieth day of
June, 1916, and for purposes incidental
thereto. (28th March, 1917.)

An Act to enable the Augustine Con-
gregational Church of Bunhury (Incor-
porated) to sell and dispose and make
use of Bunbury Town Lot Number 318,
freed from the trusts and restrictions
affecting the same, and Ito apply the
proceeds of any sale or disposal of the
property for the purposes of the said
Church and for other relative purposes.
(28th March, 1917.)

An Act to further amend the Land
Act, 1898. (28th March, 1917.)

G. F. HILLMAN,
Clerk of the Parliaments.

29th March, 1917.
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